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A REVIEW of tines frast, and} ourselves and others. <A seri- 
conremplations on future firos- | ous attention to these words of 
pects, humbly attempted for | the apostl e, Who maketh thee 
general instruction, and to ex-|to differ irom another? And 
cite tious meditations, &e. or,| What hast thou that thou didst 
the Editors’ NEW-YLAR’S : not receive ?* might be highly 
GILT, to their generous read- , beneficial in religiously recount- 
(78s mg these differences, and the 

various events of the year— 

(Cont. fom Vol. IV. p. 250.) Micht it not teach us om of 

IN a review of sais we shall | curselves, much of God and of 

2 find every year prod ucing | our duty to him 2 

he Pee eu rprising eventS.—< The words import that there 

We ¢ shall witness admirable, and | are great differences among the 





to us unaccountable differences | creatures of God: that he ma- 
mace between kingdom and, keth those differences ; and that 
«dom, between the inhabi- | they have nothing but what they 
of one country and anothey, | have received from him. They 
een churches, families and, also import that this ought to 
inividuals. We shall witness | be matte r of serious contempla- 
Cilere nees with respect to _— tion. God hath made an innu- 
education, natural and moral en- | merable variety of creatures. 
cowments, with respect to ace | Among them there isa grada- 
cuirements of ev ery kind, with | tion from the most glorious an- 
respect to health of countenance, gel, Ww ‘ho sings nearest to the 
len: th of da ivs,civil and religious ithrone of his Cre: itor, to the 
~— es, and with respect to all | worm upon the ear rth, and the 
Personal, domestic and public | atom w ‘hich floats in the air. 
ineoomaiace advantages and | Among angels there are difler- 
trjoyments. We shall findthem | ences. Some are denominated 
1 every place; we shall see | thrones, others dominions, prin- 
them every year and almost ev- | cipalities and powers. Next te 
ety day, among our neighbors, —— 
in - own families, and between * 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
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angels are men, who, though 
far bclow them, yct possess no- 
ble powers, and are fearfully and 
wonderfully made. 

Below man, for his use and 
convenience, are the beasts of 
the earth, the fowls of heaven, 
the fish of the sea, and every 
living thing. Inthe vegetable and 
inanimate creation, are trees 
plants, herbs, fruits and grass in 
immense and pleasing variety : 
Sun, moon, stars, earth, seas, 
lakes, rivers, streams and foun- 
tains of water ; mines, minerals, 
golden sands, and every thing 
nutricious, healing, convenien ty 
and usefultoman. “These won- 
derfully increase and aggran- 
dize this variety ; and display, 
the greatness, sovereignty, Wis- 
dom, power and goodness of the 
Creator. 

With respect to man, he is 
constituted Lord of this lower 
are sub- 
and con- 


creation, and all thing's 
crdinated to his use 
venience. 

Among men thus distinguish- 
ed from a!l the works of God, 
in the present world, there is 
still a further and wonderful va- 


riety and difference. Some are 
born perfect i body and mind, 
others are greatly deficient in 
both. Some have a vigorous, 
healthful constitution, great ac- 
tivity of body and mind, and en- 
joy health and ease from child- 
hood to old age. Others are 
enfeebled, pained and miserable 
from their infancy, and never 
eat or drink with picasure. Oth- 
ers are born ina sickly and dis- 
tressed condition, draw every 
breath with pain, expire in a few 
hours and are never known a- 
mong men. Others are born to 
be or “pha ins, the father dics be- 
fore their birth, and the mother 
almost as soon. The forsaken 


! their 





babes may say our eyes neve 
saw a parent, the knees of oy, 
mother never supported us, her 
paps never gave us suck. (bt). 
ers enjoy kind parents to nurse 
and educate them, to form they 
to picty and usefulness, and ty 
leave them an inheritance. Some 
are born to wealth, honor ang 
public usefulness, others to por- 
erty, obscurity, laborious and 
hard living. Multitudes are en. 
slaved, bought and sold [ke 
beasts of bandon, always op- 
pressed, and live and die in cru- 
el bondage. Others enjoy the 
amplest freedom. Some have 
their existence in barren and un- 
healthful countries, in burniny 
sands or frozen regions ; others 
in a land, like Canaan, owing 
vith milk and honey. To some 
lot is appointed in times 
wund countries of the grosse! 
ignorance, where they never 
heard or thought of a Creator or 
Redeemer, and perish for lack oi 
vision. To others the lincs have 
fallen in pleasant places, and in 
the most favorable periods oi 
time; in Immanucl’s land, and 
in the Christian era. They ha'e 
been taught by prophets and 
wise men, by Jesus Christ, his 
aposties and ministers. The 
gospel shines upon them wits 
meridian lustre. 

Beside among those in Chris 
tian lands there are great dil: 
ferences. Many are called, but 
few chosen. ‘To some the g0* 
pel is a savor of life unto life. 
and to others a savor of deati 
unto death. Some are vesses 
of mercy prepared unto glory. 
but others vessels of wrath fitted 
to destruction. 

Even among the saints thert 
are differences. Some are me! 
and others are babes in Chr \ 
Some are stars in the fi mame 
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ofthe church, but others only 
jights in the world. Differences 
equally great will extend them- 
slves into the most distant eves 
of eternity. For as one star dif- 
freth from another star in gio- 
ry. so also is the resurrection 
fiom the dead. All will be re- 
warded according to their works. 
The splendor of their crowns, 
heir dignity and blessedness will 
be forever different. 

But who maketh thee to differ 
from another ? And what hast 
thou, that thou didst not receive ? 
This demand strongly implies 
that God in his works of crea- 
tion and providence makes these 
diferences, and that all which 
creatures have, they reccived 
fom him. It is as though the 
apostle had said, * Who maketh 
vol, O ye Corinthians, to differ 
irom other Gentiles, who know 
not Ged nor our Lord Jesus 
Christ ? Who sent you apostles 
and teachers by whom ye have 
believed 2: Who disposed you to 
embrace the gospel rather than 
other Gentiles, and than thou- 
sands of your own citizens? 
Who hath enriched you with 
gifts and graces beyond many 
oiher Christians ? Did these dif- 
erences originate from your- 
selves? Certainly they did not. 
Yor what have you that ye did 
not receive ? Nothing. Not the 
least natural, moral or spiritua! 
endowment : Not the least en- 
joyment: Not a moment of 
time, not the breath of your nos- 
triis.” Every good gift, end ev- 
ery perfect gift is from above, 
end cometh down from the Fa- 
ther of lights.* His government 
is universal. When the lot is 
tasi into the lap the whole dis- 
posing of it is of the Lord. The 

—— 


* James i. 17. 





sparrows fall not on the ground 
without his notice. The verdure 
of the grass, the beauties of the 
rose, the inimitable tinge and 
spots of the tulip are his gifi,} 
and the very hairs of our head 
are all numbered.{ Of him, and 
through him, and to him are all 
things.§ 

Highly important is it, that 
men believe and seriously con- 
template that it is God who ma- 
keth all these differences in his 
works of creation and provi- 
dence. To this persuasion and 
serious contemplation the apos- 
tle calls the Corinthians, and all 
Christians. It is of great mo- 
ment to consider that God ma- 
keth these differences, and reli- 
giously to consider them, be- 
cause it is abundantly taught us 
in the scriptures, enters very es- 
sentially into religion and has an 
important influence in all the 
pious feelings of the heart, and 
on the whole conduct of the 
Christian’s life. It is in this per- 
suasion only, that we can think 
properly of God, or of ourselves, 
or worship him as God. This 
firm confidence, with serious 
contemplations on these differ- 
ences, at once, lead to the most 
affecting, admiring, and rever- 
ential views of the wise and ho- 
ly sovereignty of God, of his 
glorious majesty, and of his in- 
finite exaltation above all his 
creatures. What clear and im- 
pressive ideas would these give 
us of our absolute, entire de- 
pendence on him for all things, 
and of that immense everlasting 
debt of gratitude, thanksgiving 
ard obedience which we owe to 
him ? How will a realizing sense 
that God is 4 and in all, and 


a 


4 Luke xii. 97,23. + Matt.x. 2), 39. 
§ Rom. xi. 36. 
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that he only maketh us to differ 
from the beast, the worm and 
the atom ; from the most mis- 
erable of the human race upon 
earth, from those who slumber 
in the graves, and even from the 
damned in the abyss of woe, 
swell and enliven our gratitude, 
and impress deeply in our minds 
a sense of the duty of giving 
thanks always, for all things, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ? How happily adapted are 
such views to awaken in us the 
Editors, and in you our Christian 
readers, those pious feelings 
which are suited toa New-Year’s 
day, which will honor our com- 
mon Benefactor and afiord the 
divinest comfort to ourselves ? 
Which will make it indeed 
good day? Vi and contem- 
pl: itions like the: se will have a di- 
rect tendency t to awaken in us a 
more lively sense of our de 
ence, of our ob i gations, of erat- 
itude and jo yy and to call forth 
cur high praises to God through 
the v ‘ho! ¢ course of Our revicy 
of the times and changes which 
pass over us. 

If we turn our eyes upon the 
vast empire of Turkey we sliall 
view millions of peopte enslave, 
whelmed in the most wretched 
ignorance of God and the divine 
Saviour, ruined by their effem- 
inacy and vices : an empire rent 
with internal animosities and ci- 
vil wars, and under its own 
weight going to destruction — 
Can we contemplate who maketh 
men to differ and not exclaim, 
Praise ye the Lord ? 

If we take a survey of Europe 
ve shall find it ina state of dis- 
quiet, perplexity and fear: A 
large proportien of its inhabi- 
tants grievously oppressed and 
enslaved. Some of its princi- 
pal naticns are engaged in war 


pend 
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and sharpening their swords {yp 
destruction. Can we view our 
happy country far disjoined fro, 
the other continent, from its po! 
itics, broils and wars; our peace, 
our distinguished sett ahd reli. 
gious privileges and enjoy a 
and consider who maketh us { 
differ, and not sing, Amen, lis J. 
leluiah ? Beside, in Euro 
several events claim our notice. 
The most wonderful is the te. 
mination of the French Revolu- 
tion, in the most extensive and 
confirmed tyranny. We wit 
ness those mighty patriots, who 
had shed the blood of millions, 
destroyed their own monarch 
and the royal family, who had 
plundered and banished their 
princes and nobility, and sworn 
cternal hatred to kings, uniting, 
toa man, in the support of an 
usurper and despot; and em- 
-| ploying millions of the peopie’s 
money in creating themselves 
princes and no blemen, and for 
the aggrandizement of then- 
selves and his imperial majesty. 
All this they have done professy 
ediy for the purpose of fulfilling 
the wishes of the people, and 
to establish liberty and equality: 
What is stiil more wondevriul, 
we behold more than twenty ml- 
lions of people mi aking the most 
extravarant rejoicing atan event 
so contrary to every thing, which 
fora course of years, they had 
professed and sworn. In this 
extraordinary event, and in the 
whole course of the French it 
volution, divine providence has 
siven to the world, one of the 
most striking instances of human 
ceccit and wickedness, and . 
the little dependence w hich cat 
be placed im the patriotism © o 
Atheists, infidels and un princi 
pled men. It has ex baeted | in 
a strong point of light, that p 
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constitutions, coven- 


P sey honor, 

r ., pov oaths can have any 
A ‘jina infiuence on such men ; 
. ‘djatia such people no con- 
ence can be placed. At the 
. oactime we have an admira- 


iystance of the tnstability and 
) gccaistence of an uniniormed 
ied commonalty. Can 


, ve cutcnplate the dificrent is- 
feha \ err ans} Fre c] 
. SNe Ou ine JLAMeri an and rehcna 
. nvoution, and who made the 
’ () rence, a und b ot fee! © ul “in > 
| (hucness and mighty obliga- 


tions to the supreme Ruler, and 
| pot ascribe all glory and thanks- 
) eine tO hime $ 
\nother event of creat conse- 
Cucnice, ot which a have been 
cetied. by the Mavazines and 
saved the last y ear from 
ope, 18 a more general visi- 
lity of relieion in that country, 
tun intimes past, and a much 
acer attention to inculcate and 
moral principles among 
int most of its 


HApNc’'s Pec 


abitants of 
knedoms. “Lhe dread eilects of 


Wcelity and want of principle 
thre countries have ex- 
enced, that incalculable waste 
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reasure, that perli- 
ity and violence, ap- 
sto have spread a general 
deep convic- 
and moral 
indispensable 

safety of kings 
aiid sul ects, to the peace and 

Sai every kingdom, com- 
th amd community — 
‘hee not only for conscience 
‘st, but {vem principles of po- 
‘ad self preservation, they 
‘ reigion and good morals 
+ Steater attention, and rev- 
ce q hus the supreme ru- 
US all-roverning and won- 
“Working proy we e brings 
ocd out ofevil, and causes even 
ith to hetp the woman!!! 
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What joy and confidence, in the 
divine government, should this 
give to the peopic of God! The 
uncommon exertions of good 
people im various parts of Lu- 
rope for the propagation of the 

gospel, and for the diffusion of 
Christian knowledge, at home 
and abroad, and especially in 
Great-Britain, and the continu- 
ance and increase of the mission- 
ary spirit amidst the distress and 
vast expenses of war, and the 
the success of their exertions are 
highly worthy of notice. The 
people of the British empire, of 
various denominations, have mis- 
sionaries almost in every part of 
the globe, attempting to Chris- 
tianize the heathen,andto spread 
the gospel among all nations; 
and their success in some places, 
especially among the Hottentots 
is extraordinary. In some oth- 

er places it is considerable, and 
in almost all quarters the pros- 
pects are brightening, and be- 
coming more and more hopeful. 
While the various societies for 
the propagation of the gospel are 
employing such exertions to 
bring the perishing ye to 
the knowledge of the truth, they 
are not inattentive to the poor 
aud ignorant among themselves. 
Grext pains are taken to instruct 
them, and great numbers of Bi- 
bles, Testaments and other books 
distributed among them. 
And thus the knowledge of God 
and our common Saviour are 
incrcasine in the British domin- 
ions, and cther parts of Europe, 
as well as in numerous fer dist- 
ant countrics. New blessings are 
conveyed to men, and new ken- 
ors done to the Saviour. How 
should this excite our toy, enli- 
ven our invigciate our 
hen our unit- 
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In the West-Indies a New 
Empire has appeared. The con- 
dition of the people of St. Do- 
mingo, who have so long been 
oppressed, plundered, and mur- 
dered, seems, at present, to be 
happily ameliorated. The war 
between Great Britain and France 
rendered it impracticable for the 
latter to recruit and support her 
armies inthe West-Indies. This 
has evabled the people of Hayti 
to drive them from the Island, 
to assert their liberty, and to 
found the Haytian Empire.— 
Thus when the case of the op- 
pressed appears desperate, God 
in his providence, by events to 
them wholly unforescen, and in 
which they have no influence, 
casts the mighty down, disap- 
pointeth the devices of the crafty 
and grants them unexpected de- 
liverence. 

The affairs of America, and 
the United States are nearly the 
same as they were the Jast year. 
General peace, health and pros- 
perity have pervaded the United 
States. Our inestimable privi- 
leges civil and religious have 
been continued. The peace and 
order of the churches in general 
are pleasing. 

In Connecticut the vear past 
has been distinguished by un- 
common health in general. Yet 
there have been many sudden 
deaths, and many deaths of aged 
and infirm people, with very lit- 
tie or no sickness. The bills of 
mortality, it is believed stand 
nearly at a medium with other 
years. In this respect it hath 
been an uncommon year. Death 
hath arrested men at an hour of 
which they have not been aware, 
and stolen away life almost in- 
sensibly ; teaching the vast ne- 


cessity of watching always, and 
? 





our Lord. The flourishing sty. 
of our collere, schools and of 
literature in general ; the pre. 
servation of the lives, health anj 
usefulness of all our principal 
gentlemen in the civil depart. 
ment,—the general tranquillity, 
the fruitfulness of the seasyy, 
the prosperity attending our jp. 
dustry, commerce and usefil 
employments, are happy occur. 
rents of the past year, and hiz). 
ly challenge our reiigious «c. 
knowledgements. 

Notwithstanding the general 
health of the year past, the mor- 
tality among the clergy has been 
greater than usual. We have 
been called to mourn, That six 
of our Reverend brethren have 
rested from their labors the vear 
past.* While with sorrow we 
contemplate their exit, and con- 
dole with their afflicted families 
and flocks, we desire with holy 
wonder and lively gratitude t 
vicw the divine patience and 
goodness towards us. Numbers 
of us are far advanced in life, yet 
have we all been spared another 
vear, while some of our younge? 
brethren have been discharged 
from their labors. Wedesire se- 
riously to bring the apostles m- 
quiry home to ourselves, Who 
maketh thee to differ from ane 
ther? Why are we not mle 

—— 

* The Rev. Robert Robbins of C’- 
chester, February 15th, in the 
year of his age. The Rev. John 5 
ples of Canterbury, February 15th, 
the 62d year of hisage. The Rev. 
Stephen Hawley of Woodbridge, Ji 
lv 17th, in the 66th year of his ace: 
The Rev. Solomon Morgan of Ca- 
naan. The Rev. Lynde Huntingion 
of Branford, September 19th, tie 
38th year of his age, and in the *" 
of his ministry. ‘The Rev. Andrew 
Judson of Ashford, in the 56 h ee 
of his age, andin the 26:h of his 


being ready for the coming of | ministry. 
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prave with our brethren?) Why 
sour dust formed into men, 
ther than into beasts, worms 
gid atoms ? Why were we made 
yerfect in our kind, in our bodies 
and intellectual powers? Why 
were we not babes who never 
ww the sun? Who never em- 
paced a parent? Why was our 
Lith and education in E:mman- 
yel’s land 2 Why have we been 
ounted worthy and put into 
ninistry £ W hy have we been 
able to think a rood thought, or 
w speak a good word ? Can we 
aiswer these inquiries but in the 
yords of our Saviour ? Even so 
lather, for so it seemed good in 
thy sight. If we have any grace 
ov usciulness, What have we that 
have not received ? Who but 
Golhath wrought all our work 
th these views we desire, 
anguage of the church, 
to rive aidan tohim. Not un- 
wus, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory. 

While we return thanks to 
vou, generous readers, who have 
long supported this Magazine ; 
wid especially to those ‘of you 
vho have supplied us with so 
hany instructive and pious com- 
positions, and wish that every 
vessing may rest on you and 
vour families, we greatly desire 
U ply to engage your contem- 
plations on the general subject 
bclore us. 

_{n suitable contemplations on 
‘ie apostle’s questions, you will 
“cl'v Where meet with the most 
convincing evidence of the divine 


a 


tise csas in all the works of 


reation and providence, silenc- 
Mis all cavils and reasonings a- 

Snst that rlorious attribute, and 
litre you with the most rever- 
cuit and adoring apprchensions 
of the Deity, as entirely above, 
“ud independent of all creatures ; 


as acting from motives in him- 
self, and communicating all life, 
holiness and happiness to angels 
and men, in the most sovereign, 
free and glorious manner. You 
will see all the gifts, holiness and 
happinessin the universe, in time 
and eternity depending on his 
good pleasure, and be led tolove, 
and adore him as the uncreated, 
independent fountain of all life, 
being and blessedness. 

Practical eontemplations of 
these points have the happiest 
tendency to destroy every root 
of pride, and to prevent all glo- 
rying in self or in creatures : 
For if God maketh us to differ 
from others, and we have nothine: 
but what we have received, what 
ground is there for pride ? For 
glorying in ourselves, or in man? 
The apostle therefore maketh 
this demand, Now if thou didst 
receive it, why dost thou glory 
as if thou hadst not received it ? 
If we consider that we have not 
only received all, but that we 
have misimproved and abused all 
which we have received, what 
occasion shall we have forshame, 
and to be clothed with humility ° 

Further, these contemplations 
will lead to clear and affecting 
views of our entire dependence 
on God, and beget trustin him 
only, for all things for time and 
eternity ; for life and all its com- 
forts for another year, or for all 
the time we are yet to live upon 
the earth. He only can adda 
year, a day, or a moment to our 
life. Our contemplations on the 
subject, who makcth us to differ 

from another, and what we have 
that we have not received, will 
have a direct tendency, to bring 
us to cast all our care upon Cod, 
and trust in him for the preser- 
vation and mercies of another 





vear, for ourselves, for eur fam- 
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ies and friends, and the church 
of God :—To prepare us for all 
the events and duties before us 
inthe year we are now com- 
mencine, and for a happy eter- 
nity when time and years shail 
be no more. 

Again, in these contempla- 
tions we shall be led to divert 
and impressive views of our ob- 
ligations and immense indebted- 
ness to God: That we are not 
our own but his: That our time, 
our talents.our oppertunitics and 
enjoyments are his. ‘They are 
ail our master’s woods to be em- 
ploved for kis elory and the good 
of his kingdom. We must ac- 
count for them ail, and if much 
has been given the more will be 
required. 

In a word, in these contem- 
plations we may behold, in a 
strong, afiectine point of light, 
the glory and seodness of God, 
and seeing and feel: 
Him, and through him, and to 
him are all thinss, we shall, with 
the holv apostle, ascribe glory to 
him for ever. Deeply impress- 
ed with these practical views 
and feclings that we 
may begin this New Year; and 
that we may sincerely and fer- 
vently express them in our clos- 
etsand families. At the same 
time we ask the same divine 
happiness for our readers? What 
a ha ppy New-Year’s day should 
we then enjov? What a sweet 
foretaste of heaven? What a 
preparation for it ? 

‘To enliven these fe 


we pray 


elines let us 


view the countless muititudes of 


creatures and things below our- 
scives, and consider who hath 
made us to differ. Let us look 
en the millions who sit im the 
revion and shadow of death, thou- 
sands who are sold into cruel 
bondage, and those who are op- 
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pressed by haughty tyran: 
enquire who maketh us to die 
Look again on the hati. 9, 
maimed, the blind, the deaf; 
dumb, the distracted, the sic} 
the dying and the dead, and cull 
sider who maketh us to difie 
from these? Let us take a cnr. 
vey of our numerous enjoyments 
a 1d consid ler whatwe have wh 
we did not re Thus let ys 


-eive. 1s 
proc eed ft ‘om one vie W to & 
ther, until our hearts are ai! 
fre, a and our tongues breek frt) 
language of the pealmist, 
men would praise the 

> his rocdness 
his wonderful works 
children of men. Bles 
© cur souls, and all that ts 
in us. bless his holy name 


. iv 2 


unto ths 
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the Lord, © our souls 

get not all his benefits. 

“ On earth j 
tol 

“ Him first, Him last, I 
and without end.” 
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ir to Christians. 


i's Which i 


S Christianity of God, or is it 
an invention of man! A more 
important inquiry cannot « - ly 
be proposed : For if Christian 
be of God. it is obvious, that 
most interesting consequences 
conceivable depend upon our Ty 
ceiving or rejecting it—To st 
isfy us in felation to this im‘et- 
esting subject, our Saviour has 
been p leased to fm Dish US with 
a never failine test: “ If ay 
man,” says he, & will do his [the 
‘ather’s] will, he shall know © 
the doc “teine : whe the " it he af 
God, or whether I spe ak of my- 
self.” In these words it 15 ev: 


dently asserted, that whocve 
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:05:] On the evidence 
doth the will of God, may know, 
wether the doctrine, which our 
<.vjour taught, or, (which is the 
cme thing) that scheme of doc- 
trnes contained in the bible, and 
ysually called the Christian sys- 
tem, is of God, or of man—To 
‘lystrate and confirm the truth 
of this assertion is my present 
design. 

To accomplish this design, it 
is necessary in the first place to 
show what it is to do the will of 
God; and then pot out the 
connection between thus doing 
his will, and knowing that Chris- 
tianity is of God. 

Mankind, being by nature pos- 
sssed of a carnal mind, which is 
enmity against God, cannot be 
supposed to do his will until they 
come New creatures, or are 
om of his Spirit. ‘The com- 
ands of God being all! holy, 
aisummarily comprised in ex- 
ecises Of holy love, cannot be 
sipposed to be Obeved by those 
viose hearts are sinful only, and 
in whom there is no geod thing. 
Hence, every command address- 
td to mankind in a natural state 
must include in it this ; “repent 
tnd be converted ;” for without 
Wedience to this, there can be 
ho such thing as acceptable obe- 
dence toany cther—The man, 
ticveforey who is born of the 
‘pint of God, isthe man who is 
Piepared to know that the doc- 
tines taueht in the sacred ora- 
Csare not of man, but of God. 

‘isnot proposed in this essay 
0 enter very particularly into 
‘e Christian character, by de- 
‘ctiuing the new birth, or stating 
mautely wherein the real Chris- 
tan is made to differ from oth- 
t's: For, it is presumed, it will 
Stheraily be granted, that re- 
Rncration is not only an impor- 
Unt. but also a great chance, and 

Vou. V. No. 7. ‘ 


h 
1 

v 
~ 
i 





of Christianity. 249 


that it consists essentially in in- 
troducing the love of God into 
the heart, and in preparing it to 
obey his holy and righteous law. 
And if this be admitted, it is all, 
that is thought necessary, in 
prosecuting the design of the 
prescnt essay. 

The particular object now in 
view is to point out the connec- 
tion between being born again, 
and knowing that Christianity is 
of God—This ‘we shall do by 
pointing out in several particu- 
lars the peculiar manner, in 
which the real Christian is led 
to contemplate this interesting 
subject. 

1. The man who is born of 
God, and thus does his will, is 
in a great measure freed from 
the influence of certain preju- 
dices against a variety of things 
contained in the scriptures, by 
which the judgments of others 
are often greatly biassed. There 
are many things in the scrip- 
tures, which appear like foolish- 
ness to those, who have never 
passed from death unto life. 
These things give an air of in- 
credibility to the whole, and thus 
render it absolutely impossible 
for that faith, which is “ the sub- 
stance of things hoped for and 
the evidence of things not seen,” 
to exist—To illustrate the idea 
we will advert to a few particu- 
lars—TVhe important and lead- 
ing doctrine of redemption thro’ 
the blood of the Son of God, isa 
doctrine, against which the pre- 
judices of a carnal mind natur- 
ally arise. Unaccustomed, as 

mankind usually are, to consider 
themselves as very deeply in- 
volved in sin and guilt, and at 
the same time totally insensible 
of the insufficiency of their own 
works, they can hardly believe 





it real, that the Son of God came 
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down to earth to die for the 
sins of the world, and to atone 
for them by expiring on the 
cross.—But it is not thus with 
those, whose eyes have been 
opened to see their awfully 
wretched and helpiess state. To 
them, the only solid ground of 
hope is the idea of a sacrifice of 
infinite value offered by the Son 
of God himself—The doctrine 
of regeneration also, to those 
who have never experienced it, 
appears, as it did to Nichodemus, 
to be a strange, incredible doc- 
trine : But to those, who have 
passed from death unto life, it is 
as evident and undeniable as the 
things they see with their bodi- 
ly eves. ‘The miracles also, 
which are recorded to have been 
wrought, assume, in the view of 
those who have not been borp 
again, en air of incredibility. So 
far are they from the usual 
course of things within the lim- 
its of their experience, that they 
can hardly believe, they were 
ever so common as is re present- 
: But the mar, to whom the 
meee oracles have been made 
the power of God, and the wis- 
dom of God, sees no difliculty on 
this subject. He can as easily 
believe in the healing of the sick, 
and raising of the dead to life, 
4s that such a dead sinner, as he 
s conscious that fe once was, 
should be renewed to spiritual 
life—To mention no more, the 
idea, which revelation gives of 
the influence of prayer and reli- 
gion on the things cf this life, as 
well as of the life to come, is 
such as appears incredible to 
such as arenot Christians indeed. 
Unaccustomed to look beyond 
sccondary to the great first cause, 
and at the same ti ime, destitute 
of any heart to pray, the influ- 
enee of sneli things appears to 
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them strange and incredible. be 
but, they do not thus appear tp 
those, whose hearts delight jn 
prayer, and whose minds gn 
continually looking up to God a 
the great disposer of all earthly 
events.—Such persons can ¢as)- 
ly believe, that “ the effectug, 
fervent prayer of a Tighteous 
man availeth much,” and the 
while “ righteousness exalteth 
a nation,’ wickedness on the 
contrary will be its destruction, 
Such are the prejudices of those, 
whose understandings are blind. 
ed by the deceitfulness of sin, 
Though they do not express!y 
controvert the truths of divine 
revelation, yet a veil of incredi- 
bility seems, in Gairds W, to be 
spread over them : And though 
they profess in words to believe, 
yet unbelief appears evidently to 
have taken deep root in thei 
hearts. Whether divine revel 
tion be a truth or not, isin ther 
minds uncertain ; for it appe-'s 
more like an illusive deception, 
than like an important reality — 
The humble follower of ovr d- 
vine Redeemer, however, finds 
this veil of incredibility im agree 
measure removed. He conteti- 
plates divine truths with a ms 
so free from the influence of pre 
judice, that their reality and i 
portance are clearly seen. ln 
stead of resisting the light, he! 
prepared to receive it in a mo 
affectionate manner, and evel! 
rejoice in the “ full assurance © 
faith.” . 
2. He, who does the Wi il ot 
God, knows the truth of Chi 
tianity from the view, which ! 
gives of the human heat 
While he casts his eyes overt 
sacred pazes, he cannot but 1° 
tice, that they describe the hi 
man heart, as being “deceit! y 
above all things, and despe rate 
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wicked.”"—He reads also, that 
« the heart is full of evil, and ful- 
ly set in man to do evil.” He 
finds it represented, as being by 
nature enmity against God, and 
4s dead in trespasses and sins. 
In addition to these general de- 
«riptions; he finds also many 
that descend to particulars. The 
natural fruits of an evil heart are 
very particularly pointed out, 
qndare represented as compris- 
ing every abominable action, that 
has ever disgraced the history 
of man. He is there taught also, 
that nothing short of almighty 
power can renew and sanctify it, 
and prepare it to bring forth 
fruit to the glory of its Maker. 
Such are the views, which the 
scriptures give him of the natu- 
ral heart ; and when he com- 
pares this representation with 
what he has learned of himself, 
he finds it to correspond perfect- 
iv with his own past feelings. 
He is conscious, that he was once 
dead in trespasses and sins, an 
enemy to his God, and a despi- 
s«rolhis grace: And if it be 
hot thus with him now, he as- 
cribes his change to the effica- 
cious operations of the Spirit of 
God alone.—He is conscious al- 
8, that he did not learn his true 
character of himself, but that he 
Was taught it from on high, and, 
ofcourse, he believes, that the 
Writers of the sacred books must 
have learned it in the same way. 
He receives their writings, 
therefore, as bearing on their 
very face the stamp of divine 
truth ; and he can say with as- 
surance : “ Tar confident, that 
sinful man, unassisted by the 
Spirit of God, never could have 
spoken like these.’’-— 

5. He, that is born of God, 
knows the divine origin of Chris- 
anity from the remarkable 
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change which it has been instru- 
mental of effecting in himself.— 
In the language of the apostle 
he can say with truth; “ old 
things are passed away, behold 
all things are become new.” His 
conversion appears to him to 
have been effected through the 
instrumentality of some of the 
things contained in the sacred 
books: It took place in some 
sense through the “ preaching of 
the cross.”—Aithough, there- 
fore, the gospel may be to others 
a dead, unmeaning letter, or 
even a system of foolishness, it 
is to him, however, the power of 
God and the wisdom of God.— 
To him, it has been made instru- 
mental of opening his eyes, and 
discovering to him his true char- 
acter, so that he can now say 
with the blind man, who had 
been healed by our Saviour ; 
“ one thing I know, that whereas 
I was once blind I now see.” 
He appears to himself to have 
become possessed of a new sense 
—a new taste, totally different 
from any thing he had ever ex- 
perienced before. He now loves 
those objects which he once 
hated, and hates those, which he 
once loved. His own happiness 
was once the center of all his 
exertions, but now he aims, 
whether he eats or drinks or 
whatever he does, to do ail to the 
glory of God. He not only sees 
the wickedness of indulging his 
natural inclinations in any for- 
bidden way, but feels also a 
strong desire to mortify and 
subdue them, and even takes sat- 
isfaction in doing it. His chief 
happiness was once found in the 
enjoyment of sublunzry objects, 
put now it is found in contem- 
plating the character and ways 
of a holy God. Such is the 
change which he is conscious has 








253 On the evidence 
passed upon him ; and it appears 
to him not only to be supernat- 
ural, but also to prove with the 
greatest clearness the presence 
of creative power.—He can easi- 
ly admit that human exertions 
might alter his external course 
of life, by making him believe it 
to be his interest to pursue ob- 
jects which he had hitherto neg- 
lected, but he can never admit 
that mere human _ exertions 
could alter the relish of his heart. 
—And when he considers the 
nature of this change, that it 
weans him from himself, and de- 
votes him most entirely to the 
service of his Maker ; that it de- 
taches his affections from sub- 
lunary enjoyments, and fixes 
them on spiritual and eternal ob- 
jects, preparing him to enjoy 
the holy society of the heavenly 
world; he cannot but believe 
that it was efiected by divine 
power: And, as it accompanied 
some of the solemn truths of 
the word, he receives it as a tes- 
timony from God himself, that 
the writings of the Prophets, 
Evangelists and Apostles are in 
truth his word. And should any 
one controvert the consistency 
of his faith, he can say with the 
blind man, who had been healed 
by our Saviour : “ Herein is a 
miraculous thing, that ye know 
not whence Z¢ is, and yet é¢ hath 
opened mine eyes.” 

4. He, that does the will of 
God, knows the divine origin of 
Christianity from the peculiar 
excellency which he discovers 
in its doctrines and precepts— 
While he muses on the contents 
of those sacred books, the flame 
of divine love is enkindied in his 
bosom, and buins with more than 
ordinary vehemence. The pe- 
culiar tendency of its doctrines 
to exalt on the one hand the 
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great Creator, and on the Other 
to abase the creature appears 
not only to be just, but atthe 
same time commands, in a very 
forcible manner, the approbation 
of his heart—That law which js 
there promulgated, and which 
requires him to make God th: 
first and supreme object of jis 
affections, to love his fellow crea. 
tures as himself, and to restrain 
his own inclinations within cer. 
tain prescribed limits, not only 
appears to be holy, just and good, 
but possesses also in his view 
such attractive charms, that the 
height of his desire is to obey it 
periectly——The method of sal- 
vation also, through the atone- 
ment of Christ and sanctification 
of the Spirit, appears to be per- 
fectly adapted to the wretched 
state of our fallen race, and in- 
deed to be the only source from 
which a guilty, helpless sinner 
can derive a single ray of hope.-- 
In short the whole of the sacred 
volume fills his heart with pleas- 
ing sensations,—he reads it with 
much delight and makes ita 
subject of daily and constant 
meditation. And the more he 
meditates the more he is con- 
vinced, that it must have come 
from God. He cannot possibly 
believe that doctrines,so mortily- 
ing to the pride of the natural 
heart, and precepts, so diamtt- 
rically opposite to the wishes 0! 
a selfish and sensual mind, coud 
ever have originated in a depra'- 
ed heart: Nor does he believe. 
that a renewed heart would ever 
have ascribed them to revelation 
from on high, had not that ™ 
fact been the case. While, there- 
fore, he contemplates the pect 
liar exccllency of the sacred W!- 
tings, and finds his heart trats- 
ported almost into raptures !! 
view of the exalted subjects they 
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contain, he is ready to exclaim, 
‘his must ofa truth be the word 
of God :—Human nature, de- 
oraved as it is and unassisted by 
rhe Spirit of God, never could 
yave spoken like the holy Proph- 
e's, Evangelists and Apostles. 

Thus he, who does the will of 
(od, knows from what has taken 
place in himsclf, that the sacred 
writings can be ascribed to noth- 
ing short of inspiration from 
above. A few remarks, which 
naturally offer themselves, will 
close this dissertation — 

i. On what a solid and unsha- 
ken foundation does the faith of 
the real Christian rest! He be- 
eves Christianity to be of God, 
jot because he has been thus 
taught from his infancy, but be- 
cause he has felt its influence on 
his heart ;—-Not on the ground 
of evidence which he has found 
inhuman writings in its favor, 
bit on the ground arising 
from his own conscious feeling, 
which is as forcible as that of 
occular demonstration. The in- 
lidel, ’tis true, may confound him 
with his sophistry, or wound him 
with the shafts of his ridicule, 
but his belief will still remain 
unshaken, for it rests on a foun- 
dation which such attempts can 
lever affect—lt is founded on 
is own experience and he may 
us Well be reasoned or ridiculed 
out of his belief of those things, 
to Which his own eyes have been 
Wiiness, as out of his belief of 
Christianity. Reader! Dost thou 
hope that thou art a Christian ? 
Let me ask, is this the founda- 
tion of chy faith ? 

’. Depravity of heart is the 
‘ole cause of infidelity. If all 
“ho do the will of God know the 
civine origin of Christianity, 
‘nen it follows, that those only, 
who do not his will, are the on- 





ly persons who do not know it ; 
and of course, are the only per- 
sons who can adopt the senti- 
ments of the Infidel—It is be- 
cause the heart is under the in- 
fluence of sinful or selfish affec- 
tions, that any are prejudiced 
against the truths of revelation, 
or do not admit that they them- 
selves possess that character 
which it ascribes to human na- 
ture: And it is owing to the 
same cause that the sacred vol- 
ume does not attract the heart to 
such a degree, as to discover to 
it those beauties and excellen- 
cies which bespeak it divine— 
The man therefore who denies 
that the scriptures were written 
by inspiration of God, discovers 
not only that his heart has never 
been renewed, but also that the 
taste of his mind is awfully vi- 
tiated; for in that volume, which 
attracts the warmestaffections of 
every holy heart, he sees no beau- 
ty nor comeliness—And when 
we consider that the doctrine of 
human depravity is one corner 
stone, on which the whole sys- 
tem of doctrines, contained in 
divine revelation, is erected, does 
not the very existence of Infidels 
prove its truth ? Ye sons of In- 
fidelity! While hurling your cn- 
venomed shafts against the re- 
ligion of the cross, do they not 
recoil from its invulnerable pil- 
lars, and turn their points against 
yourselves ! 

3. Is the impression, which 
the gospel makes on the mind, 
the most convincing evidence of 
its divine original to the person ? 
Hence, a knowledge of this im- 
pression ought to be convincing 
to those, who have not expericn- 
ced its power—Though the 
blind, who were restored to sight 
by cur Savicur, had the greatest 
reason to believe that a divine 
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power had been exerted, because 
they had felt its operation ; yet 
those, who only saw that such 
an effect was wrought, ought to 
have been equally convinced : 
So, although the real Christian 
to whom the preaching of the 
cross has been made “ the pow- 
er of God, and the wisdom of 
God,” has abundant reason to 
believe that it is divine ; yet all 
others, who see the effect, ought 
to be equally convinced. It is 
readily admitted however, that, 
as the impression, which the 
gospel makes, is made upon the 
mind, which is not open to hu- 
man inspection ; so it is impos- 
sible in most cases to determine, 
whether the appearances, which 
present themselves, have arisen 
from a real change of heart, or 
from some other cause. If how- 
ever we could find one instance 
in which the nature of the im- 
pression should be so obvious as 
not to admit a doubt, it would 
for ever decide the controversy — 
it would establish the divine or- 
igin of Christianity beyond con- 
tradiction. But though such an 
instance can never be expected, 
yet are there not some that so 
nearly approach it, as to leave 
us without excuse, if we do not 
receive it? When we see the 
votary of pleasure instantly re- 
claimed and passing the remain- 
der of his days in a voluntary 
course of self-denial—the mor- 
alist renouncing at once both 
his high opinion of himself and 
his confidence in his own works, 
while he trusts in the merits of 
a crucified Jesus—the worldling 
becoming habitually indifferent 
to the riches of this world, while 
Le exerts himself to be rich in 
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sitting as an humble disciple » 
the feet of that Saviour whom 
he once despised, are not the ef. 
fects so extraordinary and go ». 
biding, that, to account for them, 
we must of necessity admit y 
change of heart? And did we 
not wilfully shut our eyes q 
gainst the light, would they not 
convince us beyond the possibil. 
ity of a doubt, that Christianity 
is of God ? Ye sons and daugh. 
ters of impiety, have you not 
been witnesses to the power of 
divine truth on the hearts of 
others ? And if you contin. 
ue impenitent and unbelieving, 
will not every instance of con- 
version, with which you have 
ever been acquainted, condemn 
you at the last great day ‘ Will 
they not testify that you knew 
your Master’s will, but did it 
not ? 
EUBULVS. 


On the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 


NDER the Old Testament 
dispensation, we have an 
account of the anointing of men 
with oil, in the name of the Lord. 
This was done by divine com- 
mand, and was a manifestation 
of their designation to certain 
offices, or a consecration, and In- 
duction into them. God direct 
ed, that prophets priests and 
kings should be thus anointed. 
Aaron aid his sons were anoint- 
ed, as a consecration to the 
priesthood. Samuel was sent 
to anoint Saul, and afterwards 
David, to designate them for the 
kingdom ; and Elijah was com- 
manded to anoint Elisha, to he 
prophet in his room. When this 
anointing was immediately com- 
miuided to be appl d to any one 
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in particular, it donoted that he 
was endued by the Spirit, with 
suitable gifts for the employ- 
ment to Which he was called. 
This was the case with Aaron ; 
Sau! had another Spirit given 
him, and Elisha had a double 
portion of the Spirit of Elijah 
resting upon him. 

Ve read of no consecrations 
in the New-Testamnent, by an- 
gintines, With oil. These seem 
to ave been typical of the an- 
ointings of the Holy Ghost, which 
were given under the new dis- 
pensation. —Jesus our Lord, who 
was constituted a prophet, a 
priest, and a king, was anointed 
of Cod by the Holy Spirit, which 
vas given him without measure. 
His name Christ signifies The 
wvinted. Weare informed that 
‘God anointed Jesus of Naza- 
rei with the Holy Ghost and 
with power.” He had his pub- 
lc anointing, immediately’ after 
his baptism. The Holy Ghost, 
to render himself visible to men, 
assumed the appearance of a 
dove, and descended upon him 
fom heaven, attended with the 
‘vice of God, saying, * This is 
ny beloved Son, in whom I am 
Well pleased’? And on the mem- 
vrable feast of pentecost, his a- 
bostles were also anointed with 
the Holy Ghost, and were at the 
sane time miraculously furnish- 
elforthe ministry, which was 
committed to them. 

Believers are all consecrated 
to God, to be kings and priests 
mnto him for ever. ‘They are 
ais chosen vessels, appointed un- 
to honor, and they are according- 
iv anointed, not with oil, but 





with the Holy Spirit, unto this 


use. They have the Spirit of | 


God, and are, as Peter says, 
tiade partakers of the divine na- 





ture. Paul calls this an anoint- 
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ing, When he says, ‘ Now he 
which stablisheth us with you in 
Christ, and hath anointed us, is 
God.’ And John the forerunner 
of our Lord said, ¢ He shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost,’ 
which appears to refer to the 
same thing. The word wazcticn 
signifies anointing, and John, wri- 
ting to believers, says, * But ye 
have an unction from the Holy 
One, and know alli things ;’* and 
again, § But the anointing, which 
ye have received of him, abideth 
in you: and ye need not, that any 
man teach you : but, as the same 
anointing teacheth youall things, 
and is truth, and is no lie, and 
even as it hath taught you, ye 
shall abide in him.’t 

‘These words are very remark- 
able, they declare, that by an 
unction from the Holy One, be- 
lievers know all things, and thar 
they need not, that any man 
teach them, but as the same an- 
ointing teacheth them all things, 
and is truth, and is nolie ; and 
they assert, that it hath taught 
them already. —It will be the de- 
sign of this paper, to unfold the 
meaning of these words, which 
will show the excellency of the 
anointings of the Holy Ghost. 

It should be observed, that in 
connection with these words, the 
inspired writer was speaking of 
anti-christ. Thechurch had long 
been informed, by the writings 
of the apostle Paul, that tha: 
man of sin would come, and 
John here teils us, that there 
were already many anti-chirists. 
Though the principal one, de- 
scribed by Paul, had not mace 
his appearance, yet there were 
many who had the same spirit. 
The Jews had long looked for a 
Messiah, to deliver them from 
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pow ver had been exerted, because 
they had felt its operation ; yet 

those, who only saw that such 
an effect was wrought, ought to 
have been equally convinced : 
So, although the real Christian 
to whom the preaching of the 
cross has been made “ the pow- 
er of God, and the wisdom of 
God,” has abundant reason to 
believe that it is divine ; yet all 
others, who see the effect, ought 
to be equally convinced. It is 
readily admitted however, that, 
as the impression, which the 
gospel makes, is made upon the 
mind, which is not open to hu- 
man inspection ; so it is impos- 
sible in most cases to determine, 
whether the appearances, which 
prescnt themselves, have arisen 
from a real change of heart, or 
from some other cause. If how- 
ever we could find one instance 
in which the nature of the im- 
pression should be so obvious as 
not to admit a doubt, it would 
for ever decide the controversy— 
it would establish the divine or- 
igin of Christianity beyond con- 
tradiction. But though such an 
instance can never be expected, 
yet are there not some that so 
nearly approach it, as to leave 
us without excuse, if we do not 
receive it? When we see the 
votary of pleasure instantly re- 

claimed and pa: ssing the remain- 
der of his days in a voluntary 
course of self-denial—the mor- 
alist renou neing at once both 
his high opi tion of himself and 
his confidence in hi sown works, 
while he trusts in the merits of 
a cru cifed Jesus—the worldling 
becoming habitually indifferent 
to the riches of this world, while 
le exerts himself to be rich in 
aith toward God—and, the in 
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sitting asan humble disciple a: 
the feet of that Saviour whom 
he once despised, are not the ef. 
fects so extraordinary and so » 
biding, that, to account for hon 
we must of necessity admit y 
change of heart? And did we 
not wilfully shut our eyes a 
gainst the lig rht, would they not 
convince us beyond the possibil. 
ity of a doubt, that Christianity 
is of God ? Ye sons and daugh. 
ters of impiety, have you not 
been witnesses to the power of 
divine truth on the hearts of 
others ? And if you contin. 
ue impenitent and unbelieving, 
will not every instance of con- 
version, with which you have 
ever been acquainted, condemn 
you at the last great day / Will 
they not testify that you knew 
your Master’s will, but did it 
not ? 
EUBULYS. 


On the anointing of the Holy Spirit, 


NDER the Old Testament 
dispensation, we have an 
account of the anointing of men 
with oil, in the name of the Lord. 
This was done by divine com- 
mand, and was a manifestation 
of their designation to certain 
otices, or a consecration, and in- 
duction into them. God direct- 
ed, that prophets priests and 
kings should be thus anointed. 
Aaron and his sons were anoint- 
ed, as a consecration to the 
priesthood. Samuel was sent 
to anoint Saul, and afterwards 
David, to designate them for the 
kingdom ; and Fiijah was com- 
mane ‘d ‘n anoint “Elisha, to be 
prophet in his room. When this 
a was immediately com- 
rionaded to be applicd to any ene 
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in particular, it donoted that he 
wos endued by the Spirit, with 
suitable gifts for the employ- 
ment to Which he was called. 
This was the case with Aaron ; 
Sau! had another Spirit given 
him, and Elisha had a double 
portion of the Spirit of Elijah 
resting upon him. 

Ve readof no consecrations 
in the New-Testarhent, by an- 
cintines, With oil. These seem 
to lave been typical of the an- 
cintings of the Holy Ghost, which 
were given under the new dis- 

nsation—Jesus our Lord, who 

as constituted a prophet, a 
priest, and a king, was anointed 
of Cod by the Holy Spirit, which 
was given him without measure. 
His name Christ signifies The 
ainted. Weare informed that 
‘God anointed Jesus of Naza- 
rei with the Holy Ghost and 
with power.” He had his pub- 
c anointing, Immediately after 
his baptism. The Hoiy Ghost, 
to render himself visible to men, 
assumed the appearance of a 
core, and descended upon him 
f ma hi caven, attended with the 

\orce of God, saying » * This is 
niy beloved Son, in whom I am 
wel pleased.’ And on the mem- 
orable feast of pentecost, his a- 
bostles were also anointed with 
the Holy Ghost, and were at the 
sane time miraculously furnish- 
ed forthe ministry, which was 
committed to them. 

Believers are all consecrated 
to God, to be kings and priests 
into him for ever. ‘They are 
his chosen vessels, appointed un- 
to honor, and they are according- 
v anointed, not with oil, but 
with the Holy Spirit, unto this 
use. They have the Spirit of 
God, aid are, as Peter SAYS, 
made partakers of the divine na- 
ture. Paul calls this an anoint- 





ing, when he says, ‘ Now he 
which stablisheth us with you in 
Christ, and hath anointed us, is 
God.’ And John the forerunner 
of our Lord said, ¢ He shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost,’ 
which appears to refer to the 
same thing. The word wzcticn 
signifies anointing,and John, wri- 
ting to believers, says, ‘ But ye 
have an unction from the Holy 
One, and know alli things ;’* and 
again, § But the anointing, which 
ye have received of him, abideth 
in you: and ye need not, that any 
man teach you : but, as the same 
anointing teacheth youallithings, 
and is truth, and is no lie, and 
even as it hath taught you, ye 
shall abide in him.’t 

These words are very remark- 
abie, they declare, that by an 
unction from the Holy One, be- 
lievers know all things 35 and that 
they need not, that any man 
teach them, but as the same an- 
ointing teacheth them all things, 
and is truth, and isnolie ; and 
they assert, that it hath taught 
them already.—It will be the de- 
sign of this paper, to unfold the 

neaning of these words, whicin 
will show the excellency of the 
anointings of the Holy Ghost. 

It should be observed, that in 
connection with these words, the 
inspired writer was speaking of 
anti-christ. Thechurch had long 
been informed, by the writings 
of the apostle Paul, that tha: 
man of sin would come, and 
John here tells us, that there 
vere already many anti-christs. 
Though the principal one, de- 
scribed by Paul, had not made 
his appearance, yet there were 
many who had the same spirit. 

The Jews had long looked tor 2 
Messiah, to deliver them irom 


——— 
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the Roman yoke, which encour- 
aged several impostors, to pre- 
tend to his office, and they de- 
ceived the people, as our Lord 
had foretold, saying, * Many 
shall come in my name, saying, 
I am Christ, and shall deceive 
many, and the time draweth 
near.” And there were other 
judaizing teachers, who endeav- 
ored to subvert the doctrine of 
justification by Christ alone, 
teaching that men must keep 
the law of Moses, or they could 
not be saved. These were a spe- 
cies of anti-christs, for they e}- 
ther denied that he had come 
in the flesh, or opposed him in 
his true character and office, as 
the spiritual deliverer of his peo- 
ple. The apostle was in this 
epistie, cautioning the saints a- 
sainst these delusions, and per- 
suiading them to continue in the 
principles ot the doctrine cf 
Christ. And as aconsideration 
to establish them againstall such 
seducers, he refers them to the 
anointing from Fioly One, 
which they had already receiv- 
ed, and by which they k knew the 
truth of Christianity, not mere- 
Iv by external evidence, but by 
the anomting which they had re- 
ceived from Ged. This implies 
and proves, that there is some- 
thing, which the real Christia 
has received, which will effectu- 
ally preserve him from being 
seduced from the doctrines and 
holiness of the gospel; and this 
is the unction from the Holy 
One. 
It will be proper to notice more 
frarticularly, what this anointing 
ic—— What is implied in its teach- 
ing believers all things,—And how 
this teaching wtil freserve them, 
Jrom being seduced Jrom the faith. 
i his anointing is the Spir- 
it of Ged. Believers are made 
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partakers of the Holy Ghost: 
the Spirit of Christ dwelleth ; in 
them. ~The Holy Ghost faller, 
on them all, not in his miracy. 
lous influences, to endue ther 
with power to heal the sick, and 
speak with tongues, but in his 
gracious operations. He commy- 
nicates to them such graces, a5 
furnish them for their Christie, 
calline ; as those who were a»- 
ointed with oil, in ancient times, 
were qualified for the offices, to 
which they were called. This 
anointing is the renewal of their 
hearts, by which old things are 
done away, and all things be. 
come new. This gives them a 
new heart—new desires—new 
enjoyments—new pleasures, and 
new objects of pursuit. It com- 
municates to them a new moral 
taste, by which they are pleased 
with those things, which they 
once disregarded and hated end 
are disgusted with those, in 
which they ence delighted above 
all others. The unction of the 
Holy One, has a translorming 
influence, on their hearts and 
lives. It produces very difler- 
ent views of God, of the Re- 
deemer, of the divine law, of the 
gospel, of sin and holiness, and 
of their own characters ; and it 
is known by these effects. 7 
nature of these effects, and of 
this change, will be further con- 
sidered, 

II. In noticing what is im- 
plied, in this anointing, teaching 
believers all things, so that they 
need not, that any man should 
teach them, but as the same an- 
ointing teacheth them. 

By itsteaching them all thingy 
must be meant, teaching them 
all things respecting those mat 
ters, of which the apestle wes 
then writing, and not teaching 
them all things, respecting ev 
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ry subject. The apostle was not 
speaking of astronomy, geogra- 
phy, or chemistry, aid therefore 
we are not to suppose, that he 
meant, that this unction of the 
Holy One taught believers those 
sciences —The apostle was also 
instructing them himself, and 
the word of God is given for in- 
struction in righteousness, and 
surcly We are hot to conciude, 
that the instructions of this upos- 
te, and of the holy scriptures, 
arein vain to believers, and that 
ifthcy had no access to them, 
they could know the things con- 
taiued in them, by their anoint- 
ing. On the contrary, believers 
ave fed, and edified by the scrip- 
tures. The scriptures are pro- 
fitable to them, that they may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unio every good work, 

The teaching of this anoint- 
ing is then a peculiar teaching, 
and it teacheth them all things 
ofthat kind, for which it is giv- 
en. It is the same kind of teach- 
inv, Which Paui speaks of, when 
he says, that * He that is spuita- 
J judgeth all things.’ Lye 
uata not seen, nor car heard, nei- 
iict have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love 
aim; but God hath reveaied 
them unto us by his Spirit’ — 
licre the apostle speaks of a 
tvelation to believers, Which 
wtuer men have not, even though 
they are in possession of the ho- 
ly bible, and he adds the reason, 
way this revelation is peculiar 
io believers. For the Spirit 
searcheth all things, vea the 
dep things of God.’ It is then 
dee, ‘ise they have the Spirit, 
“ich searcheth the-deep things 
of God, that they know what is 

Paolly unconceived by others. 
‘the natural man vecciveth not 

Vou. V. Neo. 7: 





the things of the Spirit of God, 
neither can he kaon tiem, for 
they are spiritually c:scerned.’ 
Bui believers know the things, 
which are treeiy given them of 
God. T he things therefor ¢ which 
are taught by this anointing, are 
things, which none can know, 
but those who have the Spirit of 
God. Others may have their 
uuderstandings enlarged by the 
scriptures, but they can know 
none of these things. And hence 
it is, that when men are endued 
with the Spirit, they are said to 
be brought out of darkness into 
marvellous light. 

The peculiar things, whichare 
taught by the anointings of the 
Spirit, are the glory of those 
things, of which only their be- 
ing can be known without it. 
The being of God can be known 
by the natural man, but net the 
glory and amiableness of his per- 
fections—Tie being of Christ, 
but no form or comliness is seen 
in him, by unbelicvers, why he 
should be desired. Those who 
are taught by this holy unction, 
see the glory of spiritual things, 
and in the reverse, the deformi- 
ty ofsin. They see their own 
vileness, and their desert of di- 
vine abhorrence, and they per- 
ceive the glory and fulness of 
Christ, as a Redecmer. To 
them that believe he is precious, 
—the chief among ten thous- 
ands, anialtegether lovely. This 
anointing leads them to trust in 
ihe Lord, take up their cross, 
and follow him. The law of 
Ged appeared exceedingly glo- 
rious to David, but it was disre- 
garded und hz tod by Saul. Ho- 
‘iness is spiritual beauty, and is 
seen, and admired by the saints, 
but the wicked do not dclight in 
it. The oe | man ar veih 
all things; he sees the differ- 
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ence between sin and holiness— 
moral excellency, and moral de- 
formity. He can judge between 
them, by the moral sense com- 
municated to him by the Spirit. 
This enables him to discern mo- 
ral glory, and moral turpitude, 
by an intuitive view, as our nat- 
ural eyes discern beauty and de- 
formity. Believers may be very 
limited in their knowledge of 
those things, which are taught 
in the scriptures, mere so, than 
some, who have no spiritual dis- 
cernment ; but those things of 
the scriptures, which they do 
understand, they know, as others 
do not know them. ‘They are 
taught the glory of divine things, 
—they enjoy the comforts of 
them, which is called * Joy in the 
Hioly Ghost,’ because it is a joy 
imparted to them by the unction 
of the Holy Ghost—This rev- 
elation of divine amiableness, is 
not that which is usually called 
inspiration, for it does not con- 
sist in communicating the know- 
ledge of things directly, but of 
their beauty. 

Men, who have this anointing, 
need not that any man should 
teach them these things. They 
do not need any man to teach 
them what moral beatity and de- 
fornrity are, for they know them 
by their own spiritual discern- 
ment.—Let the true character of 
God be set before them, which 
has no glory in the eyes of those, 
who are not thus anointed, and 
it wil appear transcendently 
glorious and delightful, and they 
would need no oneto teachthem, 
that it is glorious, any more than 
one, who sees the colors of the 

ainbow, would need to be told 
that it is beautiful. And let the 
act of rebellion against God, be 
sect. ‘fore a spiritual man, and he 
Would need no one to teach him 
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that it is hateful. Beauty ang 
deformity are known by the sep. 
ses in natural things, according 
to one’s taste, and the Pleasure 
or disgust they produce ; and 
are perceptions, which can be 
taught in no way, but by com. 
municating a taste, which loves 
or abhors the things, which are 
to be considered beautiful or de. 
formed. People must decide ac- 
cording to their taste, and the 
sight of their own eyes. Andit 
is so also in spiritual things— 
When a moral subject is pre- 
sented to the understanding of a 
good man, he will pronounce it 
amiable or offensive, according 
to his taste, and this taste is com- 
municated by the Spirit, and 
leads him into all truth in these 
things. 


Ill. We are fo notice, how 
this teaching will preserve be- 
lievers, from being seduced from 
the faith. 


There are assurances in tlie 
scriptures, that believers wil! not 
be deceived, and seduced from 
the gospel faith. This is intima- 
ted by our Lord, when he says, 
‘ There shall arise false Christs, 
and false prophets, and shall 
shew great signs and wonders, 
insomuch that, if it were possi- 
ble, they shall deceive the very 
elect.’ This is an assurance, tha 
it is impossible that the elec: 
should be deceived, and seduce! 
bythem. On this very subject, 
the words, which it is the pur 
pose of this paper to unfold, ar¢ 
plain. ‘ Ye have an unction from 
the Holy One, and know 2! 
things, and need not that avy 
man should teach you :’ and this 
is said by the apostle, in full as- 
sarance, that they could not be 
seduced. And he refers them 
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judge all things, and abide in the 
iruth. : AS. 

By this anointing, which is the 
Spirit, and the love of God shed 
abroad in the heart, the Christian 
sees the excellency of Christ, as 
he is revealed in the gospel — 
Suppose another—an anti-christ 
cometh, and proclaims himself a 
temporal Messiah, as the Jews 
cenerally expected, and works 
lying wonders to support his 
claim ; would the spiritual man 
see a moral excellency in such 
an one ? No, he would see that 
he needed a spiritual Redeemer, 
to save him from more than a 
Roman Yoke, and that this false 
pretender could be of no value 
to him, in the concerns of holi- 
ness and of eternal life. The 
anointing, which abideth in him, 
would help him to distinguish 
the true character of the Messi- 
uh, by his incomparable glory, 
as readily as the eye would dis- 
iinguish a glowing diamond, 
from a dirty pebble, or beauty 
from ugliness. Suppose a Juda- 
izing teacher should come, and 
tell one, anomted with the Spirit, 
that he must depend on the Le- 
Vitical sacrifices for his justifica- 
tion with God, could he deceive 
him? Would he not see an in- 
tnite glory in the redemption of 
Christ, and none at all in the sac- 
rifice of an heifer with this in- 
tent? Would he give up all the 
glory and blessedness of behold- 
ing and confiding in Christ, and 
exchange this for a mere type 
ofhim? If any one should now 
come to an experienced Chris- 
"an, who has great comfort 
m casting himself wholly upon 
Christ, with a clear view of his 
glory, as anall-sufficient Saviour, 
und endeavor to seduce him, and 
persuade him, that he must look 
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own works, in part, or in whole, 
could he persuade him, that his 
own poor performances, deeply 
stained with sin, are worthy of 
divine approbation, so as to form 
in any measure, the meritorious 
ground of his pardon and accept- 
ance with God? And could he 
be seduced to relinquish his hold 
on Christ, by sucha snare? In- 
deed believers may be perplex- 
ed by the cunning craftiness of 
those, who lie in wait to deceive. 
They may be betrayed into mis- 
takes, in matters of inferior im- 
portance : But so long as they 
are kept by the mighty power 
of God, in the anointings of his 
Spirit, to distinguish beauty from 
hatefulness, they never can be 
seduced from a sense of the glo- 
ry of God, the amiableness of 
holiness, the excellency of Christ, 
the evil of sin, nor can they be 
seduced to deny Christ as their 
Lord and only hope. In these 
things, their divine unction, 
which abideth in them, is full 
security, that they shall not be 
perverted from the faith. 

But other men, who have not 
this anointing, are blind to moral 
excellence and deformity. ‘They 
may have anatural conscience, 
but this does not affect the heart. 
Such may be led into errors. 
The blind may lead the blind, 
but they cannot Iead those, who 
have eyes, into the ditch. Ac- 
cordingly, unsanctified men have 
been seduced into idolatry, to 
offer children to Moloch, to give 
money to Roman Catholics to 
purchase pardons, and to go into 
many errors. But the saints 
cleave unto the Lord. If the 
Lord open our eyes, we shuil 
>see wonderful things in his tes- 
timonies. 

From the truths exhibited we 
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the Spirit do not supercede the 
teachings of the word of God, 
and the labors of his ministers ; 
for the latter immediately res- 
pect the a but the 
teachings of the Spiri rit are ap- 
plied directly to the ‘athe So 
far are these from rendering the 
instructions of the word unne- 
cessary, that they accompany the 
word. It is by the truths of 
the word, that the $ Spirit works 
on the heart : it m: kes the word 
quick and powerful ; and hence 
believers are said to be begot- 
ten by the word. They have 7: 
word of God dwelling richly 1 

them. They, and only they, sce 
the excellency of the word. 

Nor do the teachines of the 
word supercede the teachings of 
the Spirit, and render them un- 
necessary. Lor how much so- 
ever the understanding may be 
informed, if the heart he not an- 
ointed by the Holy Ghost, the 
man is still inhis sins. Both 
are necessary to the beginning 
and progress of divine life— 
Where there is nothing known, 
there can be nothing admired, 
and where there is nothing ad- 
mired, however much may be 
known, there is nothing but 
wickedness in the heart. 

Further: We may expect 
from the teachings of the Spirit, 
which fill the heart with a sense 
ofthe excellency of divine things, 
that those, who are thus taught 
of God, will not be the pees t of 
every wind of doctrine. Much 
is said in the ser iptures about be- 
ing sound in the faith—holdinge 
fast our professon—holding fast 
that wich is rood—continuing 
inthe faith. eroundedand settled, 
and not bein iy moved away from 
the hope of the gospel, and we 
are directed to hold fast 
which we have: 
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expected, that when one has been 
taught the excelleacy of any 
scri iptural doctrine or duty, }; 
the Spirit of God, he will iit Je 
it go, and be seduced from it; 

but will always: be led by the 
same Spirit to rejoice in its glo- 
ry. And hence it is, that the 
saints are not given to change. 
There is not an instance of the 
kind recorded in the scriptures, 
Havin laid the sure foundation, 
they goon unto perfection. 

Hut it may be reasonably ev- 
pected of those, who have never 
discerned the exceilency and di- 
vive e@lory, which attend the 
ies and duties taucht us 
in the seriptures, that they will 
be carried about, with cvery wind 
of doctrine, and the iealltien o 
those, who lie in wait to deceive; 
ever learning, and never abie to 
come to the knowlcdre of the 
truth, shifting from one thing to 
another, as their own caprice, or 
the caprice of their leaders shell 
carry them. Instances of this 
kind have been very numerous 
inthe world. They were so ia 
the days of the appostles. They 
went out from them, because 
they were not of them.—Those 
who are given to change, give 
evidence that they are not taught 
of God, and know not the exce!- 
lency of the truth. 

Finally : We remark the 
importance of the command, 
‘ Quench not the Spirit.’ Mea 
may oppose his influences, by 
refusing to attend to truth and 
duty. "We should cherish them 
diligently, by earnest prayer 0° 
them, by a prayerful reading 0: 
the holy scriptures, bv whic) 
the Spirit operates on the hear’. 
by aconscientious obedience, and 
conformity to the will of God 
in all thines, and by devot ional 
meditations on the truths w! hich 
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sre revealed. Blessed is the 
on thatheareth wisdom, watch- 
ing daily at her gates, and wait- 
“rat the posts of her doors. 
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Treason for immediate refientance. 


“ANY confess repentance 
\ io be a duty ; but put it 

+ to some future time. They 
inow and they acknowledge, that 
\ is of great, and everlasting 
onsequence, to repent, and be- 
came reconciled to God; but 
fy the present they say to the 
Saviour, as Felix said to Paul ; 
«Go thy way for this time, 
when] have a convenient sea- 

, 1 will call for thee.” They 
ivend without fail, to secure sal- 
By and by, at a future 
day.on a dying bed, or in old 
ove, the great work they think, 
will i be bees dificult, and unwel- 

But consider ; 
The necessity of the case. 
Do you think, that without re- 
jena: there is any possible 

ay to escape ? Hear the Sav- 
tour; “ T tell ycu nay, but ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all like- 
Wise perish.” 

2. The shortness of time. 
When we take out of hur 
lit, the years of infancy, the 
time of business, the hours of 


sicep, the 


reron 
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days of sickness, 
aud the period of old age, how 
small by the season which re- 
mains? ‘There surely is no room 
for idleness and dels LY. 

5. The uncertainty of life. 
De uth often comes at an untime- 
'y and surprising hour. It ar- 
"VCS When we are not aware ; 
iN a moment cuts us down; 
and the places which knew us, 
KOW us ho more forever.— 
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a vapor, that appeareth for a lit- 
tle time, and then vanisheth 
away.” James iv. 14. 

‘Is it wise? is it safe, to de- 
pend upon such a bubble of the 
stream {— 

4. By determining to delay we 
determine to sin. Is not the ve- 
ry forming of such a purpose, 
high-handed rebellion ? Are you 
to set God at nought yet more ? 
to slight the Saviour yet more? 
togricve the Spirit yet more ? 
Will not the time past suffice to 
have wrought the will of the 
flesh ? Must you add sin to sin; 
aid iniquity to iniquity ? He who 
can deliberately form such apur- 
pose, is probably far from the 
kingdom of heaven. 

5. The greatness of the work. 
The soul isof unspeakable value. 
it must be completely happy, or 
dreadfully miserable, throughout 
a boundless etcrnity. 

Hence it is a thing exceeding- 
ly interesting, to secure the sal- 
vation of the soul. “ For what 
shall it profit a man, if he gain 
the whole world, and lose his 
own soul? Or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul £” 

The difficulty of the work 
becomes greater by delay. 1. Be- 
cause one delay produces anoth- 
cr. Having put off once, you 
again put off with less reluc- 
tance. You “ resolve, and re-re- 
solve, and die the same.” 2. Be- 
cause your sins become greater 
by delay. Every we | they are 
increasing. ‘They are asa thick 
cloud ascending up ra heaven. 

7. ts it your cuty to repent at 
all’ Why is it not your duty now, 
even now swhile itiscalledto-day? 
The present is the only time of 
which you are sure If you are 
now unwilling to repent, and be- 
lieve, and be saved, what cvi- 
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shali be willing, or that you ever 
shall be saved ? 

eg. All the invitations and pro- 

mises of God, are confined to the 
present time. We never: read, 
“ if thou believest” to-morrow, 
* thou shalt be saved.” We nev- 
er read, “ He that cometh unto 
me,” to-morrow, “ I will in no 
wise cast out.” But the scripture 
saith ; “ Repent, and believe the 
gospel,” now ; for now is the 
accepted time ; and now is the 
day of salvation. 
9. “ God now commandeth 
men, every where, to repent.” 
He says to every sinner; * Re- 
pent and be converted.” “ Re- 
pert, for the kingdom of heaven 
is athand.” These commands 
are plain and positive ; there is 
no limitation ; they are absolute 
in their requirements, and in 
their extent, universal. As God 
has commanded therefore, he 
will not be disobeyed with im- 
pity. 

10. You must feel sorrow for 
sin; cither here, after a godly 
sort; or without avail hereafter. 
This must needs be ; it is insur- 
ed by an unalterable determina- 
tion of Jehovah ; for he “ will 
by no means clear the guilty.” 
You must therefore, cither re- 
pent and forsake sin; or suffer 
the penalty of that law, which 
declares ; “ The soul that sin- 
heth, it shal} die.” 


1 
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11. Many have delayed re- 
pentance to their everlasting ru- 


m. By putting off they were 
iinally lost; they weve undone ; 
and they are row beyend the 
reach of hope. Thousatids, now 
in torment, were once sinning, 
as you now are ; they were once 
disobeying God, as you now are ; 
they were once delaying repeii- 
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once resolving to come to he, 
ven at last, as you now ae. 
and what security have you, thy 
their present situation, will ng 
shortly be yours also ? 


12. God awfully threatens ¢:. 
laying sinners. “ Because | hay. 
called,” &c. Turn to the fr: 
chapter of Proverbs ; read from 
the 24th to the 3ist verse. Here 
you see that God is angry with 
the wicked every day ; and tla 
their delay is exceedingly pr. 
voking to him. 


Be not deceived ; a dying hour 
is no time forrepentance. Wha 
the sinner lies turning his faint- 
ing head from side to side ; his 
body convulsed in the agonies oi 
death ; is he im a situation to re- 
pent ? Are not some even in 
these solemn moments ; on a 
dying bed ; when there is buta 
step between them and death ; 
still thoughtless of futurity / stu- 
pid asa post? their hearts, hard 
as the nether millstone ‘ 

Old age is equally unfavora- 
ble. How many whose locks are 
whitened by lemgth of years, 
are yet in sin! hardened to an 
inveterate, and almost hopcless 
degree ! They are like the aged 
oak, which has been stripped of 
all its branches by the hand of 
time ; now being visited by the 
genial rays of the sun, instead 
of putting forth leaves, it only 
becomes more dry, seared, and 
destitute of life and verdure. 
Such is the aged sinner; he's 
neither allured by hope, nor mo- 
ved by terror. Now, therefore, 
is the best time; it is the time 
Which God points out ; and “it 
ye will hear his voice 5” if r 
have any design to repeni, ane 
live ; delay not ; * harden net 
your hearts.” 


R. 
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On Singing. 

N all ages of the world, sing- 
if ing has been one considera- 
ble partof divine worship. ‘When 
creation first received existence 
fom its Maker’s hand, the mor- 
ning star's are said to have sung 
iovether, and the sons of God, to 
have shouted for joy —This pri- 
meval example was early imitat- 
ed by the rational inhabitants of 
the earth. Wherever the wor- 
chip of a Deity has been estab- 
ished, Music, either vocal or 
instrumental, has invariably con- 
«tuted one part. And this has, 
pore especially, been the case 
in the worship of those, who 
have constituted the church of 
the true and living Ged : and it 
will continue to be the case in 
that happy world, where his chil- 
dren will have their eternal res- 
ence. Since Music ever has, 
and ever will be a part of divine 
worship, and since it is our duty 
ty worship our Maker with eve- 
ty power both of: body and of 
“ul, it becomes us to attend se- 
hously to the subject, that we 
nay be prepared to perform our 
cuty in an understandine and ac- 
reptable manner. In discussing 
this subject, we may take for our 
guide the resolution of the great 
“postle of the Gentiles: “ I will 
$22,” says this experienced ser- 
vant of his Lord, “ with the 
Spirit, and T will sine with the 
understanding also.” 

_ Our first object will naturally 
de, todescribe what it is to sing 
with the spirit. 

hy the spirit here, we may 
haturally understand, in the first 
place, the soul or the heart ; 
and bv singing with the spirit, 
list inward sensibility, which 
viizht to accompany the melody 
vithe voice, to give it its proper 
vee @r expression. When we 


— 
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enter upon the performance of 
this pleasing part of worship, 
our feelings should be deeply 
impressed with a solemn sense 
of the duty, in which we are en- 
gaged: Every sound, which es- 
capes the, lips, should be felt 
inthe heart: Every sentiment 
contained in the sacred song, 
should so impress the feelings, 
as to give its corresponding mod- 
ulation to the voice :—In this 
way it should be tuned, at one 
time, to the sprightly airs of jov 
and praise ; at another, to the 
plaintive strains of penitence anct 
grief, 

But this is not the principal 
thing intended in singing witi 
the spirit. The term spirit, in 
the writings of this apostle, is 
frequently opposed to fiesh, and 
means holy affections. Some- 
thing of this kind, we may pre- 
sume, is intended here. We 
must not only feel the solemni- 
ty of the duty, in which we are 
employed, and enter into the 
spirit of the sentiments expres- 
sed, but also exercise holy affec- 
tions towardsthem. This is that 
“ melody of the heart,” with 
which the apostle directs us to 
sing—that harmonizing of the 
affections with the expression of 
the lips, which will render our 
sacrifices a sweet savor to our 
God. While we are singing the 
praises of Jehovah, our hearts 
should be warmed with leve to 
his infinitely glorious perfec- 
tions: While divine truths are 
chanted by our lips, our hearts 
should approve, and harmonize 
with them. And, while we are 
speaking in sacred songs the nat- 
ural effusions of a holy heart, 
our hearts also should be in the 
exercise of those particular fee!- 
ings, which are the subject of 





the song. If our hearts do not 
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thus harmonize with the expres- 
sions of our lips, our praises 
will be but the sacrifices of hy- 
pocrisy, which are an abomina- 
tion to God. If we would sing 
the praises of our God aright, 
our affections must be sp'ritual- 
ized ; they must be set on things 
above and not on things on the 
the earth. And in our raptur- 
ous flight, we must leave this vain 

earth and aii that it contains so 
far beneath us, as almost to lose 
sight of it entirely. Thus shall 
we imitate the slorified inhabit. 
ants of the heavenly world, and 
perform a service, on which even 
our God will look with compla- 
cency. 

Further, singing with the 
spirit, mav be intended also to 
include dependence on the Spir- 
it of God for assistance to per- 
form this part of divine worship 
accepiably. As we are at ail 


times dependent on God, and 


can do nothing without him, and 
especiaily as we are dependent 
on his Spirit for all those graces, 
that are necessary to render our 
services acceptable in his sight, 
it is important, that we should 
xever lose sight of so fundamen- 
tal atruth. It is becoming, there- 
ie that in ovr attempts to cel- 

‘ate the praises of our God, 
we npr eerie acknowledye this de- 
pendence, by looking to him for 
every necessary assistance. We 
mae feel, ‘that it is mie yt who 


ws skill to use them melodior xushy , 
.¥e should feel, that it is the 
Spirit of God, who gives us our 
measure of grace, and prepares 
our hearts to harmonize with 
the spirit of the song. And with 
tumble submission to his will 
should we look to him fur those 
tuings, for which, are con- 
scious, that we are dependent. 


we 
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Let us now enquire, whet ji 
to sing with the understang * 
This expression doubtless j:, 
tends, that we make use of our 

rational powers in performing 
this part of divine worship, Tj 
we perform it, not in & Careless, 
inattentive manner, but on th 
contrary with all the judgment, 
and with all the skill Which we 
are capable of using. Foy jy 
cases, in which we ave capable of 
worshipping our Maker under. 
standinglv, he doubtless wiil pot 
accept asecrvice, which is des. 
tute of design. But to be mur 
particular : 

In singing with the under. 
standing, we must consider, aid 
understand something of its be- 
ing a solemn and important du- 
ty. Aduty to be performed di. 
rectly to our God. That it is 
not simply performing our part 
well in the public assembly, but 
that it should be performed as 
in the presence of a heart-searcii- 
me God. And, of course, with 
solemnity, reverence and awe 

To sing with the ova 
ing implics also an understand 
ing of the words or sentiments 
which are sung. If we under- 
stand not the sentiments which 
we express with our lips, we do 
but offer to our God the sacri 
ficeof the fool; and fur ther, if the 
tone or expression of the voit 
is to be adapted to the nature of 
ihe sentiment expressed, how 
can it be done, if it be not under 
stood? The apostle reproved 
the Corinthians for a_ simila’ 
fauit. They both prayed @ id 
sung in an unknown tongue ; 
and “though they might be edi- 
fied themselves, yet they did not 
edify each other. And we may 
as well sing in an nnknown 
tongzue, as to sing what we do 
not understand ourselves, and. 
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such a manner as not to be un- 
derstood by others. The apos- 
tie, however, prefers using his 
understanding in these exercises 
tosuch a degree, as to assert, 
that he had rather speak five 
words with his understanding, 
whereby others might be edified, 
thanten thousand in dn unknown 
tongue, from which he alone 
could receive any benefit. If, 
therefore, we would join in the 
public celebrations of the divine 
praises, we ought to have an un- 
derstanding of the important and 
jeading truths, expressed in sa- 
cred songs. Our minds should 
be steadily fixed on the subject 
of the song, and we should aim 
tohave each particular idea or 
sentiment strongly impressed on 
the imagination, as well as on 
the heart. 

t is necessary also, in singing 
with the understanding, tounder- 
stand, as far as our cireumstan- 
ces will admit, the rules of mu- 
sic, or at least the tune, to which 
the sacred song is sung. He, 
who requires us to serve him 
vith all the heart, soul, mind and 
strength, cannot be expected to 
accept of a dull, lifeless, inaccu- 
rate performance, where with 
litle exertion we might render 
him something better. Nor can 
We suppose, that such an unskil- 
ful performance of this duty will 
answer, in any considerable de- 
gree, the important purposes, for 
Which it is designed. Instead of 
Composing the mind, and pre- 
paring it for the exercises of de- 
Votion, it will, in many instances 
at least, have di ‘ectly an oppo- 
site effect. To perform this part 
ol divine worship, therefore, with 
the understanding ; to perform 
it to divine acceptance ; or to the 
edification of others, it is requi- 
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versed in the musical art—that 
we should have studied its rules 
as opportunities may have offer- 
ed, and accustomed ourselves to 
manage our voices, and to adapt 
them to the various sentiments, 
expressed in sacred songs. 

Having thus attempted to 
show, what it is to sing with the 
spirit and with the understand- 
ing also, it may be useful per- 
haps to bring into view a few 
considerations to show the obli- 
gations, which we are under to 
perform this part of divine wor- 
ship. And, 

1. Our obligations may be ar- 
gued from the purposes, which 
sacred music is calculated to an- 
swer. One purpose, which it 
obviously answers, is that of 
calming the passions, compos- 
ing the mind, and disposing it to 
sotiness and peace. Nothing per- 
haps tends, so directly, to com- 
pose the ruffled passions or to 
affect with sensibility hard and 
rugged hearts, as soft and sol- 
emn music. There is no man, 
who has ears to hear, but what 
will listen to this. And its force 
has been attested even by the 
most barbarous and savage na- 
tionson thecarih. It has drawn 
tears from eyes, which would 
scarcely have been thought ca- 
pable of weeping. It has even 
in some imstances almost sus- 
pended the exercise of every fac- 
ulty, while the enraptured hear- 
er stood, petrified as it were, by 
the enchanting soynd. If such 
be the influence cf music, how 
well is it calculated to calm our 
passions ; to fill the heart with 
softness and sensibility ; and dis- 
pose it for the exercises of devo- 
tion? Another obvious purpose 
answered by music, is that of 
giving additional energy to the 
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words, which are sung. As it 
tunes the heart to ‘sensibility, 
and prepares it to harmonize 
with every soit and tender feel- 
ing, so it fits it to receive the 
createst possible impression from 
the truths, which are sung. In 
this way the love of God, and the 
compassion of our Redeemer, 
impress the heart with more 
than usual force; while senti- 
ments of love and gratitude, of 
humility and penitence flow forth 
in a manner peculiarly natural. 
If then, such be the obvious ef- 
fects which music is calculated 
to produce, do they not strong- 
ly enforce the obligations we are 

inder to perform it? Hf it in any 
Ccgree prepares us for the du- 
ties of devotion, can we expect, 
that God, who commands us to 
worship him in the best possible 
manner, will justify us in neg- 
lecting it? Let us then be excit- 
ed not only to sing praises to our 
God, but also to sing them in 
such a manner, as to attain the 
end, for which they are intended. 
Let us sing with softness, that it 
may soften the heart—in a feel- 
ing manner, that it may excite 
feelines—with solemnity, that it 
may make us solemn—and with 
race, making meledy in our 
hearts to the Lord, that we may 
obtain his gracious acceptance 
and approbation. 

2. Ourobligation to sing prais- 
es to our God may be further ar- 
gued, from our being endowed 
with melodious voices, and with 
acapacity to modulate them ac- 
cording tothe rules ofart. Our 
sovereign Creator has given us 
nothing in vain. IPftherefore he 
has given us voices and skill to 
use them, it is doubtless for some 
valuable purpose. And for what 
purpose, we may ask, unless it 
be to serve and glorify himself? 
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Can we suppose, that an infinite. 
ly holy God, who detests every 
appearance of evil, has endowed 
us with such a peculiar power, 
merely for the purpose of fitting 
us to gratify a vain or wanton 
taste ? Or must we believe, thet 
it was given us for the purpose 
of glorifying himself? While, 
therefore, the children of this 
world are tuning their voices to 
the sensibilities of depraved hu- 
man nature, let ws, onthe con- 
trary, tune ours in the service 
of him, who gave them to us, 
and who has commanded, that 
whatever we do, afl should be 
donc to his glory. 

3. Our obligations to perform 
this part of divine worship ap- 
pear with the greatest clearness 
in the numerous examples and 
commands, which are found in 
the sacred oracles. On this point 
it is needless, perhaps, to direct 
the attention of the reader to 
particular passages, for there is 
no duty more frequently or clear- 
ly inculcated, than that of sing- 
ing praises to our Maker. Ot 
course, there is no duty, from 
which we may not as well ex- 
cuse ourselves. It may further 
be observed, that one considera- 
ble part of the employment of 
the heavenly hosts is represent 
ed to consist in celebrating the 
praises of the great and glorious 
God. And can we hope to joi 
their happy society, if we neg- 
lect to assimilate ourselves 1 
their employments ? The God 
whom they praise, is our Gods 
and the favors, for which they 
praise him, are ours also; patt- 
ly by present possession, and 
partly by promise. And if they 
do not command both from ovr 
hearts and lips a similar service 
it is obvious that we do not fee! 
the obligations, by which our 
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God has bound us to himself, in 
any degree as they are felt by 
those, whose hearts are in the 
exercise of holy love. 

in closing this dissertation, it 
is natural to address particularly 
two classes of readers: 

1. Those, whoaccustom them- 
selves to perform this part of di- 
vine worship. You are placed in 
a conspicuous station in the 
house of God. You take the lead 
inone important branchof divine 
worship ; and on your perform- 
ance many important blessings 
are perhaps depending. Some 
of you, perhaps, have been so 
long accustomed to this part, 
that it has at length become a 
mere formal service, entered 
upon with little fecling, and 
performed with little anima- 
tion. While others of you, 
irom the novelty of the scene, 
find your ambition excited, and 
are stimulated ostentatiously to 
display all the powers of harmo- 
ny, which you can command. 
But do you sufficiently consider 
in whose presence you are per- 
forming, and to whom your 
praises ought in your own minds 
to be directed ? Do not the care- 
lessness and sluggishness of 
some, and the pride and ostenta- 
tion of cthers, too evidently pol- 
lute your services, and give us 
reason to fear that they are little 
better than abominations in the 
view of a heart-searching God, 
who commands you to worship 
him with humility and godly 
fcar? Allow me then seriously 
to urge the importance of keep- 
ing God in view, and of entering 
fecling¢ly into the sentimenis ex- 
pressed in the words, which you 
are directed to sing. It is of 
come importance, that you should 
make melody with your voices 
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shippers ; butis it not of equal 
importance that you make mel- 
ody in your hearts to the Lord ? 
Can you prefer the plaudits of a 
fellow worm, to the approbation 
of your final judge? And dare 
you mock your Maker with the 
heartless sacrifice of a mere me- 
lodious voice. 

There is another class, who, 
though they possess voices which 
might easily be tuned to cele 
brate their Maker’s praise, nceg- 
lect, notwithstanding, to join the 
sacred concert. For what pur- 
pose, think ye, were your voices 
given you? Were they bestowed 
upon you to remain unemploy- 
ed, like a talent wrapped in a 
napkin? Or were they given 
you for the inferior, not to say 
baser, purpose of chanting the 
songs of intemperance and wan- 
tonness ? If vocal music be one 
part of divine worship, how can 
you be justified in your present 
neglect? If it be calculated to 
enliven devotion, how can you 
be excused in not throwing in 
your mite ? Think not to plead, 
that your voices will not admit 
of that cultivation, which is ne- 
cessary to enable you to join the 
sacred choir. Some of you can 
now in your social circles touch 
the delicate sensibilities of the 
human heart, even withthe wild, 
uncultivated notes of nature. 
And there are very few voices, 
which might not be made with 
a little cultivation to add some- 
thing to this branch of divine 
worship. Let it be deeply im- 
pressed on your minds, that your 
voices are one talent, of which 
your Maker at the great day 
will require an account. And if 
you continue to neglect prepar- 
ing yourselves to join with oth- 
ers in celebrating your Maker’s 
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give ? what excuse will justify 
so evident a breach of your Mas- 
ter’s will? 

EUBULUS. 


—2 +e 
On the love of the world. 


Reon love of the world 
which Paul calls idolatry, 
is a sin which easily besets eve- 
ry son and daughter of the de- 
praved race of Adam. 

Covetousness is mentioned by 
Christ, among those evil things, 
which proceed out of the heart 
of man.* And unless this vile 
affection be subdued by divine 
grace, it will prove fatal to the 
everlasting well-being of man- 
kind. And though true Chris- 
tians are not wholly freed from 
a sinful love of earthly objects, 
while they continue in this life ; 
yet a death wound is given to 
this, andto every other fleshly 
lust, at regeneration. For “ they 
that are Christ’s have crucified 
the flesh, with its affections and 
lusts”’+t 

In what follows, I shall attempt 
to point out the destructive ef- 
fects, which the love of the world 
has, in regard to the temporal 
and spiritual happiness of men, 
where they continue under its 
influence ; and then set forth the 
only remedy for this fatal evil. 

1. The love of the world has 
donefgreat injury to the tempo- 
ral interest and welfare of man- 
kind. 

It has frequently occasioned 
bitter envying's and contentions in 
families. ‘Troublesome quarrels 
have often arisen among chil- 
dren ofthe same household, res- 
pecting their patrimony ; and in 

— 
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many instances, they have co». 
menced as soon as the funery| 
obsequies of their parents have 
been performed. Nor has jt 
been unfrequent that the balefy] 
effects of such evils have contin. 
ued through life. 

The love of the world has of. 
ten destroyed the friendship ang 
harmony of neighborhoods. |; 
has produced that envy and strife 
with them, which have been suc- 
ceeded by confusion and every 
evil work. Numberless litiga. 
tions have been occasioned, by 
the love of the world. This hath 
moved brother to go to law with 
brother, and neighbor with neigh- 
bor, which has often proved a 
final breach of friendship ; and 
frequently one or both parties 
have been involved in poverty 
and disgrace. 

Thousands through their ai- 
dent thirst after riches, have by 
their excessive cares, labors and 
fatigues to obtain their object, 
ruined a good constitution, and 
brought themselves to an un- 
timely end. 

Men have often run those 
hazards to increase their weaith 
which have not only cost them 
their lives ; but they have been 
launched into eternity in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an 
eye. 

The love of the world has led 
men to violate their most solem! 
promises, and to commit those 
daring frauds which have involv- 
ed their honest creditors in ruin. 
Many have uttered palpable false- 
hoods, others have been guilty 0! 
the most shocking perjuries, to 


save, or to procure worldly g2't. 


This sin has prompted men 
to the commission of countless 
crimes, some of which have 
been of the deepest die. It has 
led them to the most crue! ey 
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pression, averavated thefts, bar- 
)arous robberies and horrid mur- 
ders. The love of money has 
heen the cause of almost all the 
slood that has been shed, from 
the foundation of the world, to 
the present period. 

This has commonly enkin- 
ded those animosities, which 
jave disposed nation to lift up 
sword against nation, and to learn 
andcultivate the fatal art of war. 
Villions have fallen a sacrifice 
t) kings, and to men in pow- 
e. Towns, cities and whole 
countries have been drenched in 
Hood and laid in ruins, to satiate 
the unbounded avarice of ty- 
rats. 
The love of filthy lucre orig- 
nated the unnatural and abomi- 
nable traffic, in the human spe- 
ces. In consequence of this, 

usands of innocent Africans, 
have been torn from their dear 

‘clatives and their country, and 

have either lost their lives or 

save been destined to drag them 
cutin a most miserable vassal- 

indeed, the love of the world 
“as reduced many a person, who 
“as entitled to liberty by the 
laws of his country, to the base 
rodition of a slave. How many 
‘rough their unbounded desires 
wer wealth, rise early, sit up 
ae, and eat the bread of sorrows, 
that they may accumulate a large 
earthly treasure. Navy, so full 
* perplexing concerns are their 
minds, lest some of their sub- 
‘tance should be lost, that their 
sleep often departs from them, 
o tiey are “ scared with dreams, 
tad terrified with visions of the 
ight. 

No bond-servant ever served 
» Master with greater rigor 
. many serve mammon. 
~. Haviny briefly hinted at the 


fatal effects of this evil, as it res- 
pects the temporal welfare of 
men, I shall, in the second place, 
consider its destructive iufluence 
upon their spiritual interest. 

Through the depraved tem- 
per which is native in man, we 
may conclude that the souls of 
great numbers are ensnared and 
ruined, by the love of the world. 
This is abundantly taught by 
our Saviour. Inthe parable of 
the sower he hath shown, that 
the cares and lusts of sinful men 
often cause the word preached 
to prove as unproductive of any 
good effects, as the seed that is 
sown among taorns. How little 
spiritual benefit will persons gain, 
though they may set under the 
most enlightening and faithful 
preacher, throughout their whole 
lives, while their hearts are con- 
stantly going after their covet- 
ousness ? 

An avaricious spirit prevents 
people from that due considera- 
tion and serious reflection on 
their spiritual condition, which 
alone will lead them to a thor- 
ough reformation. It hinders 
them from reading or hearing: 
the word of God attentively, and 
from that meditation and self- 
application, which will discover 
to them the badness of their 
spiritual state, and their need of 
a Saviour. 

‘The prayers of multitudes are 
hindered, through their eager 
attention to their secular con- 
cerns. This prevents not a 
small proportion of people from 
praying at all, and renders oth- 
ers very inconstant and super- 
ficial in this duty. 

Such persons may be charged 
as were the ancient Israelites, 
with robbing God ; or with offer- 
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Great numbers by their inor- 
dinate love of earthly objects, 
are kept from a compliance with 
the self-denying terms of the 
eospel. When they hear the 
proposals of Christ, respecting 
the way in which they may ob- 
tain salvation, like the young 
man in the gospel, they go away 
sorrowful. ‘This has led people 
to the invention of numerous 
schemes and sentiments in reli- 
gion, which comport with a 
worldly spirit, that they might 
pacify conscience, and bo}ster up 
themselves with false hopes of 
heaven. This leads to infidelity 
as it blinds the mind, hardens 
the heart and sears the con- 
science. In proportion to the 
strength of men’s attachment to 
the objects of time and sense, 
will be their aversion to divine 
things, and their enmity to the 
doctrines of the cross in par- 
ticular. Such as mind carthly 
things, as their chief portion, are 
* cnemics to the cress uf Christ.” 

This evil has also occasioned 
the apostacy of many, after they 
had apparently set out for the 
kingdom of heaven. Paul ob- 
serves in one of his letters to 
‘Timothy—* For the love of mo- 
ney is the root of all evil, which 
while some coveted after, they 
have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows.” He gives us an 
instance of this kind—“ Demas 
hath forsaken me, having loved 
this present world.” 


It was the love of money, that 
eaused the apostacy and terrible 


ruin of Judas Iscariot. For the 
suke of obtaining a moderate 
sum, he betrayed the innocent 
blood of Christ, and through the 
horrors of conscience which fol- 


lowed the bloody ceed, was hur- | 
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ried on to suicide, and 
into endicss perdition ! 

We muy learn the destructive 
influence which the love of ti. 
world has upon the souls of gp, 
ful men, from the repeated a 
solemn cautions which Chrig 
hath given. “ Take heed ang 
beware of covetousness! Take 
heed to yourselves, lest at any 
time, your hearts be overcharg. 
ed with surfeiting and dr. 
kenness, and the cares of this 
life, and so that day come upa 
you unawares.” 

There are like exhortation 
to Christians, in the epistles of 
the apostles. ** Let your conver. 
sation be without covetousness,”* 
—* Covetousncss,—iet it not 
once be named among you, a 
becomcth saints.”t Love not 
the world, neither the things that 
are in the world; if any man 
love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.”} 

We have also the aggravated 
and destructive nature oi this sin 
sct forth, by the sore judgmeits 
which have been sent upon ind- 
viduals, and upon nations, for the 
punishment of their covctous 

An unlawful thirst ic 
wealth brought Achan and lis 
family to a disgraceful and {ear 
ful end. 

It was this sin, which brougit 
the plague of leprosy upen be 
hazi and entailed it upon his pos 
terity for ever. It was this pi 
voked God to destroy the live 
of Annanias and his wife Sappe" 
ray ina sudden and awful ma 
ner.—God told the people of Is 
racl by the prophct Isaiah, “} a 
the iniquity of his covetousn™ 
f was wroth, and smoie bi 
I hid me and was wroth, ad™ 

—>— 
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* Heb. xiii. 5. 


1 John ii, 15. 















































-enton frowardly, in his heart.” 
Sd. vil. 17. 

Covetousness is a Sif Which is 
}-yeatedly mentioned in the word 
‘God, amongst those abomina- 
we things, Which will exclude 
people from the kingdom of hea- 
ven, And saith Paul, “ They 
‘hat will be rich, fall into tempt- 
sion and a snare, and into many 
folish and hurtful lusts, which 
Jrowa men in destruction and 
neidition.”* The persons re- 
jved to in this passage are those 
vio make riches the chief ob- 
ect of their pursuit. ‘They are 
of te rich men, who, Christ tells 




























ef ys, can hardly enter into the king- 
Ke Con of heavene 
hot I shall next point out the only 


ORR remedy for . evil. 


hot a ‘ > ia 
of ihere is nothing wiil prove 
we on e“ectual cure of an inordinate 
sh love of the world, shert of a 
ul 


ecnuine belief of the doctrines of 
Christianity. To believe and 
pactise the religion of Christ, 
will regulate the desires of men 
respecting earthly objects. Be- 
cause a Christian faith leads to 
the iullowing things. 

1. An affectine sense of the 
weight and inconceivable im- 
portance of invisible and eternal 
walities. “ Now faith is the 
suostance of things hoped for, 
wd the evidence of things not 
sn.” Nothing has such a ten- 
(chevy to place earthly things 
ther native Heht, as a real- 
zine belief that there is a place 
consummate blessedness pre- 
pred for the godly, and a hell 





fori © Most exquisite and endiess 
ess muscry, prepared for the wicked 

ale sian . . 
in: “er death, A right conception 
lhe i} the rs 


he ‘inese things, will make the 
“ects of time and scnse ap- 
. ——— 
* 1 Tin. vi. 9. 


1405.4 On the love of the world. ‘97 t 


pear as king Solomon represents 
them to be, “ Vanity of vanities.” 

When the mind of one, who 
has led a careless and impeni- 
tent life, is struck with a deep 
conviction of the reality of fu-. 
ture things, his first cry is, “ The 
“ world is a vain and empty 
“ place : it can afford no satis- 
“ faction to an immortal soul. 
“ I must have a better treasure, 
“ or perish for ever.” 

In proportion to the greatness 
of a person’s faith respecting in- 
visible things, will his affections 
be taken from things below, 
and placed on things that are 
above, where Christ sitteth on 
the right hand of God. 

2. A gospel faith will impress 
the minds of people, with an af- 
fecting sense of their accounta- 
bility to God, for the improve-~ 
ment of all their worldly posses- 
sions. Believers in Christ view 
every temporal biessing they 
enjoy among those talents which 
Christ hath committed to them, 
to improve in his service. And 
that they are bound, “ whether 
they eat or drink, or whatever 
they do, to do all to the glory 
of God.” Hence they will be 
solicitous to “ use this world a 
not abusing of it.” 

3. A genuine belief of the 
ereat truths of God’s word wiil 
dispose the subjects of it, “to 
mortify their members which 
are upon the earth, inordinate 
affection, and covetousness whick 
ts idolatry.” 

Paul saith—“ I am crucified 
unto the world,and the wor!d un- 
tome.” This must be the case 
with every sincere Christian.— 
For “ they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh, with its af- 
fections and lusts.” When the 
doctrines of Christ are cordially 





Jembraced by a person, he re- 
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ceives the Spirit of God to dwell 
in him, ane to incline him to 
the denial of all ungodliness, and 
worldly lusts. He then renoun- 
ces the idols of his -heart, and 
chooses the living God for his 
portion. 

Lastly, faith in divine and eter- 
nal realities, is ac companic ed with 
an affecting view of the short- 
ness and uncertainty of life. No- 
thing short of a gospe! faith will 
fix upon minds that de ep con- 
viction of mortality, which will 
cure them of an inordinate at- 
tachment to sublunary things. 

Let all therefore who wish for 
the enjoyment of true peace and 
comfort here, and for everlasting 
happiness hereafter, give up the 
love of mammon, and make 
choice of the true riches. Let 
them comply with the command 
of our Saviour, “ Make to your- 
selves friends of the mammon of 
unrighteousness, that when ye 
fail, they may receive you into 
everlusting habitations.” 


AMATUS. 


—_——? + oe 


An explanation of Scriptural Types. 
(Continued from p. 144.) 
No. Il. 

YPES are representations 

of absent olsjects by sensible 
signs and tokens. Alithe types 
of the holy scriptures relate to Je- 
wus Christ, in his whole character 
and work, as their ¢rand object. 
There is good reason io believe 
that types were introduced im- 
mediately after the apostacy of 
man and the design of saving 
merey was revealed, ard the use 
of them was continued util the 
promised Saviour uppcared to 
iulfil, aud put them away by the 
sacrifice of himself. 

As the typesof the holy serip- 

tures are very numerous, and to! 
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consider them indiy dually gy 
minutely would be a work vere 
voluminous, will it not best ex). 
respond with the desi; en of thi 
publication to select only us 
most eminent, and to consi; 
these only in their most prom. 
nent features? This is the me) 
od which will be adopted in the 
present work. The types of the 
holy scriptures may be consid. 
ered, either as general, in which 
the whole work of redemption 
is prefigured and represen 
or partic cular, in which some sy 
cial ere distinct part of it is ex. 
hibited. Of the general kind are 
the most of those which were 
eiven before the days of Moses; 
of the particular, those which 
were instituted under his admin- 


istration. Accongjng to this hy- 
pothesis they a now be con- 
sidered. 

Parr I. 


General types from Adanpto Moses. 


Apa atype of Curist. 

If Adam be proposed as 2 
type of Christ, from the great 
dissimilarity, and even the coi: 
rariety of their characters, our 
minds would revolt from the 
idea, if the scriptures had not e 
pressly assured us, Rom. v: th 
he was the ts ure (ype) 
(Christ) that was to come. Shoil 
we however in this instance &: 
opt a peculiar (which ange 
may be the scriptural,) mode | Gi 
interpretation, wil not our mun 
be relieved of the embarris 
ment? Let us consider Ads 
as a type of Christ in the eng ot 
contrast. Agreeable to thi 
have, x 

The first man, Adam, 6! ti 
earth, earthy ; the second m2! 
Christ, the Lord from heaven. 

We have the first, the hess 
and representative of a numer” 
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rarthy posterity ; the second, 
the head and representative of a 
numerous s/uritual, holy seed. 

God making a covenant of 
works with the first ; and a cove- 
nant of redemfition, or grace, 
with the second Adam. 


The first violating, and the se- 
cond fulfilling, the covenant God 
made with him. 

The first, by his disobedience, 
involving his offspring in siz and 
guilt; the second, by his right- 
coushess, recovering his people 
who are naturally depraved and 
polluted to a state of rectitude and 
jiurity. 

We see the posterity of the 
first Adam, by their connection 
with their head, becoming Aeirs 
of ruin; and the seed of the se- 
cond, by their union with him, 
commencing heirs of salvation. 

And as by the first Adam 
came death ; so by the second 
comes the resurrection from the 
dead, 
And as we seethe race of man 
by the first, sinking into sin, 
guilt, death and hell; we see 
tic seed of the second Adam, 
through him, rising to right- 
etousness, life and eternal glory. 
See Rom. v. and 1 Cor. xv. 

How gloriously in all things 
has Christ the pre-eminence ! 

How admirably doth this con- 
trasted representation exhibit the 
person, character and work of 
Christ Jesus !—-Nor can we a- 
void remarking, how obvious it 
1s that God hath formed this 
World to be a theatre for introdu- 
ting and displaying the infinite 
dignity and superiority of his 
Well-beloved Son, and for erect- 
ing and manifesting the excel- 
lence and biessedness of his glo- 
"ous and eternal kingdom ! 

Vou. V. No. 7 
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An explanation of Scriptural Types. 


No. III. 

HERE is sufficient evidence 
from scripture, that sacri- 
fices, typical of the atonement by 
Christ, were instituted immedi- 
ately after the first transgression ; 
and it has been the opinion of 
expositors that the garments, 
made for the sinning pair, were 
composed of skins taken from 
beasts which had been offered to 
God in sacrifice according to his 
immediate direction. And _ it 
is reasonable to suppose, that 
while the blood of those beasts 
represented the atonement which 
Christ should make for sin by 
his own most precious blood, 
covering them with skins repre- 
sented covering his people with 
the white raiment of his right- 
cousness, that the shame of their 
nakedness should not appear.— 
As sacrifices continued until the 
dispensation of Moses commen- 
ced, and were incorporated as an 
important article in the Jewish 
economy, the consideration of 
them may be suspended until 
that system shall be the subject 

of particular explanation. 

AnE a type.of Curist. 

If Abel be considered as a 
type of Christ, will not the repre- 
sentation principally consist in 
the following particulars ? 

1. Hisname denoting his state. 

According to the course of 
nature and experience, before 
the birth of this holy martyr, his 
parents must have sensibly re- 
alized the awful alteration which 
had taken place in their condi- 
tion, the cfiects of divine justice 
and veracity in the curse of the 
ground which brought forth to 
them thorns and thistles, in the 
toil of life, eating their bread 
with the sweat of their brows, 
and the infirmities, pains -and 
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sorrows of life ; and to commu- 
nicate a sense of their wretched- 
ness, when this son was born they 
called his name Abel, vanity. 
mourner, expressive of his fra:i- 
iy and the misery of their con- 
dition. Did he not in this pre- 
figure the humble state of our in- 
carnate Redeemer, who descen- 
ded from his celestial mansions 
to dweil in an house of'clay, ap- 
peared as a root out of dry 
eround, was a man of sorrow and 
acquainted with evict, which ter- 
minated his life in agony, groans 
and death ? 

2. In his employment. 

Abel was a keeper of sheep, 
and led a pastoral life. The flock 
occupied his attention and he 
employed himself in protecting 
it from ravenous beasts and de- 
vouring wolves, in leading it to 
green pastures, to living foun- 
tains of water and conducting it 
to the fold. In this did he not 
typify the good Shepherd, wholaid 
down his life for the sheep ; 
who left his father’s bosom and 
came into the wilderness of this 
world to seek his sheep which 
were scattered and lost in the 
mountains, and bring them home 
to himself, as the great shepherd 
and bishop of souls; who gath- 
ers the lambs in his arms and 
carries them in his bosom, and 
keeps his flock by day and by 
hight, protecting and securing 
it from ravenous wolves and 
roaring lions who go about seek- 
ing whom they may devour; who 
maketh it to lie down in green 
pastures, leadeth it beside the 
still waters, and maketh it to 
rest at noon, amidst the scorch- 
ing beams of the sun, under his 
own refreshing shade, and will 
consummate his pastoral care 
by giving it eternal life ? 





3, In the acceptableness of his 
offering. 

And Cain brought of the fruit 
of the ground an offering unte 
the Lord. And Abel he also 
brought of the firstling of his 
flock end of the fat thereof. And 
the Lord had respect to Abel 
and to his offering ; but unto 
Cain and to his offering he had 
not respect. By faith Abel offer. 
ed unto God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his 
gifts. Did not this firstling of 
Abe!’s flock represent that lam) 
of God who took away the sin 
of the world, and who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without spot unto God, in which 
offering he took infinite satisfac. 
tion and complacence ; which 
was infinitely more acceptable to 
him than all the gifts and sacri- 
fices of his Jewish brethren, than 
thousands of rams and ten thou- 
sand rivers of oil? Sacrifice and 
offering thou didst not desire; 
then said I, lo I come to do thy 
will, O God ; and he took away 
the first that he might establish 
the second. Of the acceptable- 
ness of his offering God gave to 
all men assurance by raising him 
from the dead and seating him 
at his own right hand, by send- 
ing the holy Spirit in his gifts 
and graces and sealing his pu 
chased flock to the day oi re 
demption. 

4. In being a subject of the 
envy and persecution of his bro- 
ther Cain. 

The piety of Abel and the ac: 
ceptableness of his offering ¢* 
cited the envy, the maiice and 
resentment of his brother Call. 
And Cain was very wroth anc 
his countenance fell, and he grat 
ified his rage by imbuing )6 
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hands in his blood. And for 
Christ’s zeal, for his Father’s 
honor, and the mighty works 
which he wroughtin his Father’s 
name, did not his brethren of the 
human race, his kinsmenaccord- 
ing to the flesh, hate and revile 
him, mock and persecute him, 
even to the death of the cross ? 

The apostle, Heb. xii. 24, con- 
trasts the blood of Christ with 
the blood of Abel to display its 
meritorious virtue and excellent 
eflects. Ye are come to the blood 
of sprinkling which speaketh bet- 
ter things than the blood of A- 
bel. Abel’s blood declared his 
murder and cried for vengeance 
to be executed on guilty Cain ; 
but the blood of Jesus, while it 
speaks him crucified and slain by 
wicked hands, proclaims divine 
displeasure appeased, justice pa- 
cified, vengeance suspended, God 
propitious, pardon for the guilty, 
peace to the conscience, hope to 
the desponding, and eternal life 
to penitent transgressors. 


a + Cp 


From the London Evangelical 
Magazine. 
Evangelical truth the grand object 
of angelical research. 


A meditation on 1 Peter i. 12. 


“Which things the angels desire to look 
into.’” 


T is a truth, allowed by all 
A Christians, that the dispensa- 
tion under which we live, affords 
us far greater advantages for 
spirituality and heavenly enjoy- 
ment, than any other which pre- 
ceded it. To us, life and im- 
Mortality are brought to light. 
The spirit that properly belongs 


‘Dit, is not a spirit of bondaze, 
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but of adoption; crying adda, 
father. The happiness attainable 
under it, approaches near to that 
of the heavenly world ; so near 
does its land border, as it were, 
upon it, that believers in the 
present state, are said to be 
“come to mount Sion, to the 
city of the living God, to the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to the in- 
numerable company of angels, 
to the spirits of the just made 
perfect,” &c. Yet it is not less 
true, that the greater part of 
professing Christians live as tho’ 
they stood upon no such ground, 
and possessed no such opportu- 
nities. We possess an Old Tes- 
tament spirit amidst New Testa- 
ment advantages. <A promise is 
left us of entering into rest ; but 
we scem at least, to come short 
of it. How isthis? Is itnotowing, 
in a great degree, to the neglect 
of the gosfiel ? Waving assented 
to a system of doctrines, we fan- 
cy we know almost the whole 
that is to be known upon this 
subject, and have nothing more 
to do, but to hold them fast a- 
gainst the errors of the times, 
and take heed that we do not 
dishonor them by an inconsist- 
ency of conduct. Hence, what 
is called Religious Conversation, 
seldom turns upon the gospel, 
unless any part of it be called in 
question ; but either upon our 
own want of spirituality, or the 
pleasures that we have formerly 
experienced ; or, perhaps, up- 
on the talents of this or that 
popular preacher. 

When a company of Chris- 
tians meet together, and feel a 
wish for improving conversation, 
let one of them take a Bible and 
read ; and, as he reads, let him 
frequently pause, and Iet any one 
that can, make a remark, or ask 





|aserious question, so cs, upor 
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the whole, to promote the un- 
derstanding of what is read.— 
This would draw off the atten- 
tion from less profitable things ; 
and the blessing of the Lord at- 
tending it, would, ere we are 
aware, produce those holy pleas- 
ures which, while pouring over 
our own barrenness, we shall 
sigh after in vain. 
‘Tocomfortthe primitive Chris- 
tians, who, as well as we, were 
“in heaviness through mani- 
fold temptations,” Peter took no 
other course than to declare un- 


to them the glorious truths of 


the gospel, and the vast advan- 
tages which they had over ail 
others of former ages, in pos- 
sessing the knowledge of them. 
Three things in particular he 
holds up to their consideration : 
—1. That the prophets were to 
us ministering servants: * Not 
unto themselves, but to us did 
they minister things which are 
now reported. ” They sowed, 
that we might reap—2. That 
the things which they foretold, 
and which we possess, were the 
objects of their most intense re- 
search : “ Of which salvation, 
the prophets have cnquired and 
searched diligently ; ‘searching 
what, and what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ, which was 
in them, did signify, when it tes- 
tified before-hand of the suffer- 
ings of Christ, aud the glory that 
should follow.”—3. That such 
is the excellence and glory of the 
gospel, as not only to be the stu- 
dy of prop! hets, but of angels : 
“ Which things the angels de- 
sire to look into.’ 

It is genevally supposed, I be- 
lieve, that the phrase look into, 
alludes to the cherubims which 
were placed bending over the 
Mercy-seat, and looking as i 


is 


were, with intenseness at 





Thus Mary ‘stooped and } 100k 
into the sepulchre, in hope of 
discovering her Lord ; and thys 
believers are described : as looking 
into the perfect law of liberty, or 
the gospel of Christ. 

In former ages, the angels en. 
ployed their capacious powers 
on other themes. At first, the 
display of the divine perfections 
in creation, furnished them with 
matter for praise and gladness, 
‘The morning-stars sang to. 
gether, and the sons of God 
shouted for joy.” Afterwards, 
the providence of God, in the 
government of the world, ep- 
larged their mental boundary. 
* One cried to another, saying, 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
Iflosts: the whole earth is full of 
his glory !’ But since the com- 
ing of the Son of God in our na- 
ture, and the laying down of his 
life, they appear to have been so 
engaged on this subject, as to be 
comparatively indifferent to eve- 
ry other. In other works of 
God, they had seen sometimes 
one perfection glorified, and 
sometimes another ; but here all 
unite their beams, and form one 
general blaze. These are the 
thines, therefore, which now 
“ they desire to look into.” 

The powers of angels are far 
superior to those of men. Their 
means of instruction also, aid 
long experience of divine things, 
must render them far more cé- 
pable of understanding the gos- 
pel than we. Yet, with all the 
advantages and discoveri¢ s, such 
is the fuln ess of the subject, that 
they are at an infinite distance 
from comprek ending it : all that 
is said of them is, that they * ce- 
sire to look into it.” 

Angels were doubtless 
- a nted with the gener al des gn 
of salvation, frona its first diseo'- 
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-to man; but the particular 
«jn which it should be ac- 
wplished, appears to have 
-p, in a great measure, hidden 
“om them. It was a way so 
much above What any creature 
would have expected, that tho’ 
“cre were hints of it under the 
(id Testament, and some very 
plaid it itimations, yet it was far 
from being clearly comprehend- 
al. The pr ophets, as we have 
ven, did not fgjly understand 
their OW propheci ies 3 but dili- 
ently searched into the mean- 
ig of them :—neither did the 
cpostles, with all their advan- 
tues prior to the event :—nei- 
ther did evil angels, with all their 
subtilty ; for if Satan had known 
at, from the death of Christ, 
lis cause Would receive so dead- 
ly awound, it is scarcely con- 
‘civable that he would have stir- 
ndup Judas and the Jewish ru- 
lysto accomplish it. He ap- 
pearsto have entertained a kind 
of forlorn hope, that by gotting 
lim put to death in the most ig- 
hominious form, and by the on- 
ly religious nation upon earth, 
lie should be able to stamp ever- 
lusting infamy upon his name, 
ind the itt all afver-eenerations 
uuld be ashamed to own him. 
The disappointment and unex- 
pected shock that he and his ad- 
cents met with on this occa- 
“on, seems plainly intimated by 
our Saviour’s having spe oiled 
principalities and powers, and 
nade a shew of them openly, 
ttumphinge over them on his 
Coss 2” and though the holy 
wigels might be supposed to un- 
cerstand much more than fallen 
“iCse—Vvet were they not equal 
‘o this subject till events made 
" manifest. LTence it is said, 
“from the beginning of the 
Word, to have been hid in God, 
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who created all things by Jesus 
Christ, to the intent, that now 
unto the principalities and pow- 
ers it might be known by the 
church ; that is, by the redemp- 
tion of the church, the manifold 
wisdom of God.” When the 
event transpired, therefore, it was 
like a flood of light bursting forth 
upon them. The resurrection of 
Christ filled all heaven with trans- 
port. Hence, perhaps, we may 
account fer the question of the 
angel to Mary, “ Woman, why 
weepest thou!” g. d. “ Did you 
but know all, you would not 
weep ! It is not yours to weep 
now, but your adversaries !” 
The cross of Christ, instead of 
issuing in disgrace, is followed 
with glory. His friends learned 
to glory in it; yea, and to glory 
in nothing else : and weil they 
might. It was glorious to see 
the powers of darkness stripped 
naked. as it were,to their shame; 
—tosee Satan foiled by the wo- 
man’s seed, and his schemes exp 
posed to the derision of the unf 
verse ;—to see him taken in hi’ 
own net, and falling into the pit 
that himself had digged. It was 
glorious to contemplate the nu- 
merous and imporiant bearings 
of this one great event! By this 
the divine displeasure against sin 
is manifested in nee lan- 
guage than if the world had 
been made a sacrilice :-—by this, 
a way is opened for the consist- 
ent exercise of mercy to the 
chief of sinners :—by a belicv- 
ing view of this, peace arises in 
the mind, and, at the same time, 
purity in the heart :—for this 
he is crowned with glory and 
honor in the heavens, principal- 
ities and powers being made 
subject to him. This is the on- 
ly hope of a lost world, the on- 
ly medium of acceptance with 
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God. andthe only admissible plea 
in our approaches before him. 
This it is that will put every 
grace in exercise in this world, 
and impart all the happiness in 
that to come, of which created 
minds are susceptible. 
These are a few of the bear- 
ines of the doctrine of the cross. 
S it any wonder that angels 
should desire to look into it? 
Rather, is it not matter of won- 
der and shame that we who are 
more immediately interested in 
it than they, should be so far be- 
hind ? How is it that we should 
be the last to bring back the 
King, who are his bone and his 
flesh ? Our Redeemer took not 
upon him the nature of angels ; 
yet they love him, and the gos- 
pel of saivation by him; and 
wherefore ? They love God, and 
therefore rejoice in every thing 
that clorifies him in the highest: 
they love men, and therefore 
‘sicc in that which brings 
Beace on earth, and good-will to 
Lehem :—they rejoice in every 


dpstance of the prosperity of 


Cirist’s kingdom. and in being 
themselves made subject to him. 
Had we but their love with our 
interest, we should not only em- 
ulate, but exceed their highest 

raise. While they, in innu- 
merable myriads, were saying, 
with a loud voice, “ Worthy is 
the Lamb thet was slain to re- 
ccive power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and blessing,” we 
should not only say, “ Amen,” 
but add, “ Thou art worthy ; for 
thou wast slain, and hast redecm- 
ed us to God by thy blood, out 
of every kindred, and tonue, 
and people, and nation !” 


GAIUS. 





Conversion of David. 


Conversion of David, 


The following ts a fact. 
LG eters and Samuel wep 

nearly connected in life, and 
were both of them men of mo» 
than ordinary talents and ery. 
tion. Samuel was professedly , 
humble believer in the doctrines 
of the cross, and to an eveof 
charity, claimed, not without re. 
son, the character of aChristizn; 
but David, tygugh in the prine 
of life, was already a comfirmed 
Infidel. As they were frequen: 
ly in each other’s company, and 
as their turn of thinking was far 
from disposing them to spend 
their time in conversing on ordi- 
nary or trivial matters, it not ut 
frequently happened, that the 
truth of divine revelation be 
came a subject of feeling and 
animated debate. In these dis- 
putations Samuel ever appeared 
to reason with a coolness, fair- 
ness and candor, which eminent: 
ly graced his Christian profes 
sion; While David, on the co 
trary aimed at nothing mor, 
than to entangle his adversary 
by the sophistry of his argu 
ments, or to irritate his mild 
temper by the peculiarly unlar 
and obstinate manner, in which 
he maintained his positions— 
This latter object was in his 
view a favorite point ; and he 
left no method untried, which 
he could possibly devise, that ap 
peared calculated to imitate; 
thinking that if he could once 
provoke the Christian, and throw 
him into a passion, he should 
have attained a splendid victory: 
However unreasonable or With 
ed this desire might be, yet he, 
whose way i$ covered with 
clouds and darkness, was pleas 
ed to order events in such a We) 
as to gratify it completely. Dis 









(Tay, ‘ois 
sting one evening: on the favor- 
est ject, and in the usual way 

4 i the satisfaction of accom- 
‘ishing his object. Provoked 
y the unfairness, unreasonable- 
ss and obstinacy of his adver- 
ry, the imperfect Christian 
ould bear no longer, but giving 
loose to his passions, he spoke 
madvisedly with his lips, and in 
manner by no means calculat- 

\to do honor to the 1aeek spir- 
+ of Christianity. David tri- 
mphed, as though he had now 
“tained something, that would 
forever sYence the champion of 
tyine revelation ; while Samu- 
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-—_ ,ashamed of himself, retired 
pend o confess his fault and to mourn 
“1 in private before his God. 

' ry Early next morning David 
, le 


was surprised by the appearance 
of Samucl, who lived at a con- 
siderable distance,and who, with- 
out waiting to be asked the oc- 
esion of this unseasonable vis- 
it, accosted him in language to 
the following purport: “ I have 
come, dear brother, to confess to 
vor my fault, and to ask your 
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oa for iveness. In the heat of our 
a conversation last evening I was 
a tirown off my guard, my pas- 
“ sions were excited, and I spake 
Mair ; } 

ch imanner altogether unbecom- 


ing th te DI ‘ofession, which I have 
— Nig , 1 
' mie. J have done wrong, I 
his es hs 7 ef 
‘einjnred the cause of Christ, 


h | ha ave treated you im a manner 
* c h | cannot justify ; ; Lam sor- 
me fn my offence, and hope that 
we you will foreive me.” Nothing 
ow Id have been more astonish- 
‘i Ng to David than this. He 
= Couldnot possibly avoid ruminat- 
2 1S Sv u my on the hum! ile appear- 
he, ates i language of the profes- 
‘th napa pM “i 3 this the Chri is- 
a. a.” exclaimed he to himself. 


"Doe . S hristianity infuse into 


ay hye 
“< jeart such a dispes itLon as 


1G« 


Converston 


of David. 
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this! Does it dispose those who 
possess it. thus to come voluntas 
rily and humbie themselves une 
asked at the feet of those whom 
they have offended !—Certainly 
there is something in religion 
something totally different from 
any feeling that ever entered into 
my heart.” Such were the re- 
flections of the Infidel. Nor could 
he erase irom his mind the im- 
pressions which this scene had 
made, till he himself became 
hopefully possessed of the same 
meek and humble disposition. 
In view of this incident let @ 
professing Christians be exhort 
ed to maintain the peculiarities 
of their Christian character. In 
no respect perhaps are Christians 
more different from the gener- 
ality of mankind, apparently, than 
in being disposed to take their 
proper places in view of their 
faujts. ‘The natural pride of the 
human heart forbids mankind to 
confess, that they have done 
wrong, even when they are con- 
scious that they are guilty ; and 
demands of this kind are often 
resented with peculiar spirit. 
The language of most hearts by 
nature is like this: “ If I have 
done wrong, | will never confess 
it.” While therefore the pro- 
fessed follower of our divine 
Redeemer comes forward unask- 
ed to confess his faults, and vol- 
untarily takes his place in the 
dust before men as an ofiender, he 
gives the most striking evidence 
possible, that the power of divine 
grace has infused into his heart 
a disposition, to which the world 
in general are total strangers. 
And who can say what conse- 
quences may follow from such 
an exhibition! 
The above relation furnishes 
us with a beautiful, and perhaps 


just illustration of So,omon’s 
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words, Prov. xxv. 21,22, If thine 
enemy be hungry, give him bread 
to eat ; and if he be thirsty, give 
him water to drink: For thou 
shalt heap coals of fire upon his 
head. To act witha direct view 
either to irritate still further the 
unjustifiable passions of an ene- 
my, or to aggravate his future 
condemnation, can hardly be 
made to appear consistent with 


Christian benevolence; but if 


we may be allowed to suppose, 
that by coals of fire we are to un- 
derstand conviction, the motive 
appears at once to accord per- 
fectly with the spirit of the gos- 
pel. And we may ask, what 
course of conduct is more hkely 
to produce conviction in an en- 
emy, than that to which Solomon 
advises? If therefore, O Chris- 
tian, thine enemy hunger, feed 
him ; if he thirst, give him drink ; 
if he smite thee on one cheek, turn 
to him the other ; if he sue thee at 
daw and take away thy coat un- 
justly, forbid him not thy cloak ; 
return him good for evil, and acts 
of kindness for the frersecutions 
that thou mayest cxficrience ; Lor 
an so doing thou mayest fasten con- 
wiction on fis conscience, and be 
instrumental of snatching him from 
everlasting burnings. 


EUBULUS. 
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POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS Onicty,; 
— we - 


4 cheerful Saint than kfutt; Ny relive ne 
the “Mercy aad Providence of P¢: bp 


Psal, x 
1. M* Shepherd is the Lor 
Hosts ; 
He is my sure defence ; 
What my immortal soul desires, 
His gracious hands dispeuse, 


2. With sweet delight yr eat the foo? 
Which in his ’ 

I taste the gentle ec stream, 
Which from his presence flows, 


S. Lost in the wiles of hateful sin, 
Long time my feet did stray ; 
But his free grace my soul resto ores, 
His glory to display. 

4. My dircful guilt is done away; 
No other ill I feel ; 

My soul exults ;—his smiling glance 
Does my full pardon seal. 


. Tho’ thro’ the lonely vale of death 
nes calls my soul to pass 5 

I cheerful go ; my faith is firm, 
Supported by his grace. 

6. In presence of my envious foes, 
I have a constant feast ; 

Th’ anointing Spirit cheers my heart, 
His sweetest love I taste. 

7. To me, while on this earth 1 liv, 
God’s love and grace endure ; 
And in his courts [ll learn his word, 

And will his name adore. 
8. And when my earthly frame shal 
die 
My soul to him ascends ; 
To 2} ‘aise his name in that blest place, 
Where glory never ends. 


——aag 2) 
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